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President’s Page
Kurt Hennige
About 16 months ago Ted Cheskey,
Manager of Bird Conservation Programs
for Nature Canada, came to a meeting
with several KFN Executives to
Kingston, asking for support from the
KFN for an application for funding for
Nature Canada and Dr. Kevin Fraser’s
Eastern Ontario Purple Martin project.
After approval by the KFN Executive
and a successful funding application, I
was asked this spring to become their
local coordinator and field support for
the project.
With the help of Janet Scott on Amherst
Island and Claire Mueller on Wolfe
Island, contact with potential Purple
Martin Landlords was made and most
became very interested in the project.
After conversations with them, it
became clear that it was essential that
the utmost precautions be taken, so that
none of the Purple Martins get injured
or abandon the colony. Very quickly it
became apparent that the research team
lead by Patrick Kramer from York
University was very experienced and
took the utmost care in handling the
birds, so any concerns of the present
Landlord were diminished. It also
became very clear that many of the
Purple Martin houses installed here
locally, including five or six of our own
on Amherst Island, were not very
suitable for the project, mainly because
they lack vertical accessibility for
inspection and banding of the young.
Unfortunately the same five boxes are
also made from metal without
insulation; research has shown us that in
the Great Lakes Region, Purple Martins
using metal boxes have significantly
lower breeding success, because during
cold snaps many nestlings die from
exposure. Spring weather can include
late snow storms, when no food is
Kurt Hennige

available for martins. An insulated or
wooden house gives them a better
chance of surviving without food for
two or three days, until weather warms
up, and flying insects are available
again. Maybe it’s time now for the KFN
to replace our boxes and lead by
example.
After an article was written in the
Kingston Whig-Standard about our
work on Amherst Island, I received
phone calls daily for several weeks from
interested property owners asking
questions, especially how they can
become Purple Martin Landlords and if
their properties are suitable.
You can read more about this project
from reports in this Blue Bill by Anders
Bennick, a Purple Martin Landlord from
Amherst Island and by Megan
MacIntosh, the project coordinator at
Nature Canada’s office in Ottawa.
I am very pleased to announce that the
ASUS Committee for the Environment
at Queen's University has chosen the
KFN as the beneficiary of their
fundraising efforts during this coming
school season. Under the Arts and
Science
Undergrad
Society's
Community Outreach Commission, the
ASUS Committee for the Environment
(ACE) is a student-run group committed
to promoting sustainable living on
Queen's campus and in the Kingston
community. This year their focus is not
only to promote sustainability, but to
promote interest in the environment
itself by facilitating encounters with the
natural environment via outdoor hikes
and excursions. They also have
volunteers available for any project.
Please advice, if you have any projects
in mind and need help.
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Kingston Region Birds for the Summer Season: June 1-July 31, 2014
Mark Read
The KFN reporting area is centred on
MacDonald Park, Kingston and
extends for a radial distance of
50km. An interactive map showing
the KFN circle is available on the
website. If errors are noted or
significant observations omitted in
the following report, please do
contact me and I will update
accordingly. We also encourage you
to submit all future sightings, so that
a better understanding of our
region’s birdlife can be achieved.
Members already using eBird can
very easily share their observations
with ‘Kingston FN’. Alternatively,
please email, phone or post records
directly to me (contact details are
found inside the front cover).
The summer of 2014 was fairly
typical in many ways though a few
good rarities lingered (Worm-eating
Warbler and Kentucky Warbler) or
were found (Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
and Lark Bunting) during the
season. In total, 182 species of bird
were recorded in our region during
the reporting period. Unfortunately
the
full
eBird
dataset
was
unavailable when compiling this
report, so these data are based
entirely upon checklists shared with
the KFN account, as well as records
submitted directly. If notable
omissions become apparent, they
will be reported in the next issue of
Blue Bill. Nearly 350 checklists
(representing
30,603
individual
birds) where shared with the KFN
eBird
account
by
numerous
observers. Here are the highlights of
spring 2014:
Brant: A single (seemingly healthy)
bird was seen at Bear Point, Big

Sandy Bay Conservation Area, Wolfe
Island, on 13th June (MDR).
Trumpeter Swan: There were two
summer reports: 2 were seen on
Sydenham Lake, 8th June (BGB) and 1
was at Murvale Creek, 5th July (BLB).
Greater Scaup: A single bird seen at
‘The Bar’, Martin Edwards Reserve,
Amherst Island (KJH) was the only
summer record.
Surf Scoter: A surprise early
summer record of a male off the
south shore of Amherst Island was
noted on 5th June (VPM).
Least Bittern: One was seen by
numerous observers during the
BioBlitz
at
Big
Sandy
Bay
Conservation Area, Wolfe Island, on
14th June (KFN), whilst another was
at
Little
Cataraqui
Creek
Conservation Area, on 21st June
(KRG). Unfortunately 2 separate
road kills were collected; 1 on Perth
Road, 4th July (CB) and another just 3
days later (7th July) at Collin’s Creek,
Perth Road (CB).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Noticeable
for their scarcity this year, the only
record came from Cartwright’s
Point, Kingston, where breeding was
confirmed on 21st July (VPM).
Sandhill Crane: Breeding was
confirmed in the area this year with
2 young seen with 2 adults in the
Harrowsmith area, 29th June (CG,
TH).
Black-bellied Plover: The last bird of
the ‘spring’ was one seen at Martin
Edwards Reserve, Amherst Island,
on 30th June (EDB).
Solitary Sandpiper: The first
returning birds were 3 seen at Wilton
Creek on 6th July (MDR). As many as
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14 were counted on 26th July during
a KFN field trip (KFN).
Least Sandpiper: The first returning
birds were noted on 13th July at
Wilton Creek (VPM).
Pectoral Sandpiper: The 2 birds seen
at Martin Edwards Reserve, Amherst
Island, on 26th July were the first of
the season (KFN).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: An early
bird was seen at Wilton Creek on 6th
July (MDR).
Short-billed Dowitcher: As many as
5 birds were observed on 6th July at
Wilton Creek (VPM, MDR).
Wilson’s Phalarope: Breeding was
confirmed at Martin Edwards
Reserve, Amherst Island, by multiple
observers (KFN) over many dates.
As many as 13 birds were noted on
both the 8th June (CH) and 26th June
(KJH).
Bonaparte’s Gull: The first returning
record was of 1 at Milhaven on 26th
July (KFN), with an estimated 80 at
Amherstview Sewage Lagoons on
31st July (BER).
Black Tern: Confirmed breeding
was noted at Camden Lake, with a
maximum of 28 birds seen there on
21st June (BLB).
Snowy Owl: A single bird seen at
Martin Edwards Reserve, Amherst
Island, on 23rd June (VPM, MDR)
was seen by many observers over the
next several days, and was last seen
on 29th June (TMW).
Red-headed Woodpecker: The adult
bird at Gananoque Golf and Country
Club was last seen on 2nd June
(MDR)
though
breeding
was
confirmed
at
Lemoine
Point
Conservation Area, Kingston, with
observations of 2 adults and 1
juvenile from 29th July onwards, (WD
et al.).
Peregrine Falcon: Four sightings
over the period: 1 at Princess
Towers, 10th June (EB, MVAB), 1 over
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Ellerbeck Street, 3rd July (MDR), 2
downtown Kingston 15th July
(MVAB), and a juvenile on
Washburn Road, 29th July (MVAB).
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: An adult,
photographed on Amherst Island,
28th June (HP) is very likely the same
bird seen (but currently under
review) on 17th June at Lemoine
Point Conservation Area, Kingston
(AP).
Loggerhead
Shrike:
Seen
throughout the period at Napanee
Limestone Plain IBA by several
observers.
Horned Lark: The two birds were
seen on Wolfe Island on 14th July
(EDB) constitute the only summer
record this year.
Sedge Wren: Possible breeding was
noted on three separate dates on
private land near the Lennox
Generating Station in June and July
(CG, KJH, DK).
Carolina Wren: Just one record of a
male singing at Faircrest Blvd,
Kingston on 25th July (JRB).
Grey-cheeked Thrush: The last
spring record was of a single bird at
Marshlands CA, Kingston on 1st June
(EB, MVAB, JD).
Northern
Mockingbird:
An
individual found at Reed’s Bay,
Wolfe Island, (JRB) on 13th June was
seen by many observers over the
weekend of the BioBlitz at Big Sandy
Bay.
Worm-eating Warbler: The bird
discovered at Parrott’s Bay CA,
Amherstview, on 26th May (MB)
continued to 2nd June, at least.
Mourning Warbler: Just one bird
was reported, from Marshlands CA,
Kingston, on 1st June (JG).
Kentucky Warbler: The male bird
that took up territory at Parrott’s Bay
CA, Amherstview on 20th May (BER)
was subsequently seen by numerous
observers for exactly a month with
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the last report (again BER) coming in
on 20th June.
Canada Warbler: The only record for
the period came in from Long
Swamp Road, Verona, on 8th June
(EDB).
Vesper Sparrow: This species
remains scarce; the only report came
from Charleston Lake with 1 bird
noted on 19th July (EB, KGDB,
MVAB).
Lark Bunting: Found on 19th June
(SJ), a male performed well for an
extended period of time on 2nd
Concession, Amherst Island. It was
last seen on 9th July (SB, BL).
White-crowned Sparrow: The 3
birds seen on Sutherland Drive,
Kingston, on 1st June were the last of
the spring migrants (PAA).
Dark-eyed Junco: One bird was seen
in the Sunbury area on 2nd July
(NLB).
Orchard Oriole: Single immature
male birds were noted on Amherst
Island on 5th June (south shore, VPM)
and 28th June (Emerald 40 Foot, DS).
Another bird was seen on the island
on 9th July (JS et al.). Another 2 birds
(sex/age not noted) were seen on
Wolfe Island on 30th July (NLB).
Other species observed during the
reporting period: Canada Goose,
Mute Swan, Wood Duck, Gadwall,
American Wigeon, American Black
Duck, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal,
Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail,
Green-winged Teal, Ring-necked
Duck,
Lesser
Scaup,
Hooded
Merganser, Common Merganser,
Red-breasted Merganser, Chukar,
Ring-necked
Pheasant,
Ruffed
Grouse, Wild Turkey, Common
Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Doublecrested
Cormorant,
American
Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Great
Egret, Green Heron, Black-crowned
Night-Heron,
Turkey
Vulture,
Osprey, Northern Harrier, Cooper’s
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Hawk, Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered
Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Redtailed Hawk, Virginia Rail, Sora,
Common Gallinule, Semipalmated
Plover, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper,
Greater
Yellowlegs,
Lesser
Yellowlegs,
Upland
Sandpiper,
Wilson’s
Snipe,
American
Woodcock, Ring-billed Gull, Herring
Gull, Caspian Tern, Common Tern,
Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove,
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-billed
Cuckoo, Eastern Screech Owl, Great
Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Common
Nighthawk, Eastern Whip-poor-will,
Chimney
Swift,
Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher,
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellowbellied
Sapsucker,
Downy
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker,
Northern
Flicker,
Pileated
Woodpecker, American Kestrel,
Merlin,
Olive-sided
Flycatcher,
Eastern
Wood-Pewee,
Alder
Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, Least
Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Great
Crested
Flycatcher,
Eastern
Kingbird, Yellow-throated Vireo,
Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo,
Blue Jay, American Crow, Northern
Raven, Northern Rough-winged
Swallow, Purple Martin, Tree
Swallow, Bank Swallow, Barn
Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Blackcapped Chickadee, White-breasted
Nuthatch, House Wren, Winter
Wren, Marsh Wren, Blue-grey
Gnatcatcher,
Golden-crowned
Kinglet, Eastern Bluebird, Veery,
Hermit Thrush, Wood Thrush,
American Robin, Grey Catbird,
Brown Thrasher, European Starling,
Cedar
Waxwing,
Ovenbird,
Northern Waterthrush, Goldenwinged Warbler, Black-and-white
Warbler, Common Yellowthroat,
American
Redstart,
Cerulean
Warbler,
Magnolia
Warbler,
Blackburnian
Warbler,
Yellow
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Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler,
Blackpoll Warbler, Black-throated
Blue Warbler, Pine Warbler, Yellowrumped Warbler, Black-throated
Green Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler,
Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow,
Clay-coloured
Sparrow,
Field
Sparrow,
Savannah
Sparrow,
Grasshopper
Sparrow,
Song
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Whitethroated Sparrow, Scarlet Tanager,
Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Bobolink,
Red-winged
Blackbird,
Eastern
Meadowlark, Common Grackle,
Brown-headed Cowbird, Baltimore
Oriole, House Finch, Purple Finch,
American
Goldfinch,
House
Sparrow.
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Contributors: Polly A. Aiken (PAA),
North Leeds Birders (NLB), Bonnie
L. Bailey (BLB), James R. Barber
(JRB), Erica Barkley (EB), Margaret
Bain (MB), Erwin D. Batalla (EDB), B.
Gaye Beckwith (BGB), Luke H. Berg
(LHB), Sally Bowen (SB), Jeffrey
Bolsinger (JBol), Carolyn Bonta (CB),
Ken G. D. Burrell (KGDB), Mike V.
A. Burrell (MVAB), Mark Chojnacki
(MC), Sharon E. David, (SED),
Stephanie Davison (SD), William
Depew (WD), Jason Dombroskie
(JD), Peter J. Good (PJG), Janis Grant
(JG), Keith R. Gregoire (KJG), Chris
Grooms (CG), Jeff J. Haffner (JJH),
Chris Heffernan (CH), Kurt J.
Hennige (KJH), Tom Holly (TH),
Sherri Jensen (SJ), Bonnie Livingston
(BL), Dale Kristensen (DK), Roger
Lupton (RL), V. Paul Mackenzie
(VPM), David J. Milsom (DJM),
Kingston Field Naturalists (KFN),
Linda Nuttal (LN), Henrique
Pacheco (HP), Mark J. Patry (MJP),
Amy Pearson (AP), Paul R. O’Toole
(PRO), Darren Rayner (DR), Mark D.
Read (MDR), Jane Revell (JRe), Bruce
E. Ripley (BER), Arthur K. Rowe
(AKR), Donald Sutherland (DS),
James Thompson (JTh), D. V. Chip
Weseloh (DVCW), Tom M. Wheatley
(TMW).
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The Great Canadian BioBlitz of 2014
Anne Robertson
The 16th annual BioBlitz of the KFN
was held at Big Sandy Bay on Wolfe
Island June 13 to June 14. This
property is owned by MNR and
managed by the Township of Wolfe
Island which provided much help in
the running of the event. This 404
hectare property is a bay-mouth bar
area, a special landform found at the
east end of Lake Ontario. Open
habitats include sand dunes, beach
and the grasslands on Bear Point.
Wet areas include the only bog on
Wolfe Island by Black Lake, the lake
behind the bar, and a small creek.
The woodlands include lots of wet
shrubby and swampy habitat as well
as some drier areas. Thus we had a
variety of habitats providing a good
diversity of species. The weather
was dry and warm though windy in
the night but no rain during the
event. The Lake Ontario water levels
at the beach were very high making
it difficult to access Bear Point. We
had some good sightings and a
congenial time at this interesting
location.
The purpose of a BioBlitz is to list as
many plant and animal species as
possible in 24 hours to get a snapshot
of the biodiversity of the site. The
one-day inventory of the living
things in the area provides a baseline
for observing future changes that
could occur due to global warming
or invasive species. Both amateur
and professional naturalists join
forces to spot and identify species
and to educate each other and the
public about the diversity of the
location.
The base tent was conveniently set
up by the parking area, for

registration, and the tally board.
Camping was available on the grass
adjacent to the parking area with
special permission. Transportation
to the far end of the property (4 km)
was available and a couple of canoes
allowed better access to the wetland
habitats. The BBQ was also set up
near the base. Guided walks mostly
started here and involved a 1 ¼ km
hike to the beach with the option of
continuing along the beach, past
Black Lake to the grasslands of Bear
Point.

Base Site
Photo: Gaye Beckwith
66 field observers including six
children enjoyed all parts of the
property from 2:00pm Friday to
2:00pm Saturday, listing everything
from ground beetles to wetland
shrubs and early-morning birds to
night-time
moths.
Participants
included Kingston Field Naturalists
(39
members),
professionals,
neighbours and few youth. One
party came from as far as England,
others from Ottawa, Brockville and
Hamilton.
Guided walks were conducted
throughout the event for those
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participants wishing to learn about a
different group of plants or animals.
Topics included bird identification
and snake hunting as well as guides
to moths, butterflies and dragonflies
and pond dipping.
Specially
adapted beach plants were discussed
on one of these information sessions
All observed species were noted
including invasive and rare species.
Only one moss was listed suggesting
there was poor representation of
people able to identify spore bearing
plants and fungi (4 species).
Our best sightings amongst the birds
were Least Bittern, Bobolink and
Meadowlark as well as Wood
Thrush and Eastern Wood-Pewee
newly on the endangered species list
as species of concern. Many
participants enjoyed watching a
Northern Oriole feeding its young in
a nest over the trail.
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dogwood species was considered a
triumph and Southern Arrowwood,
on the edge of its range, was new to
many participants. The specially
adapted dune and bog species were
enjoyed.
The Beach Pea was
described as enchanting!

Beach Pea
Photo: Janet Elliott
The number of grass and sedge
species was exceptional (38 species!)
Special invertebrates included many
species of ground beetle including
Tetragonoderus fasciatus only found
in sand dune habitats and a first
record for Bug Guide for Canada!

Least Bittern
Photo: James Barber
Two turtles on the endangered
species list were enjoyed by many as
they allowed excellent viewing and
opportunity to photograph near the
base site. They were the Blanding’s
and Snapping Turtles.
Amongst the plant species High
Bush Blueberry was found in the bog
area together with Pitcher Plant and
Round-leaved Sundew both of
which are insectivorous plants and
were a treat. Finding all the shrubby

Tetragonoderus fasciatus
Photo: Kurt Hennige
The Painted Skimmer dragonfly and
a Hummingbird Moth were also
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good sightings. Nineteen different
fly species were recorded! Some noninsect arthropods were added to the
list including several spider and
snail species.
A delicious BBQ was held on
Saturday and prizes were presented
for answering quiz questions.
Volunteers were thanked including
the Blitz committee, registration
team, walk leaders, species listers
and tally compilers. Paul Mackenzie
alone listed 230 species!
Overall almost half the species listed
were plants and about one third
were invertebrates. These recorders
work very hard!
The final tally was 104 Vertebrates (
8 mammals, 79 birds, 4 reptiles, 6
amphibians and 7 fish), 197
invertebrates ( including 16 dragon
and damsel flies, 37 beetles, 17
butterflies, 56 moths and 19 flies),
296 vascular plants including trees,

shrubs and herbs, and one spore
bearing plant and 4 fungi. The total
tally is 602 species. This is a very
respectable number for our BioBlitz
(one of the highest ever) and many
people are to be thanked for their
participation and species listing. We
hope the results will be useful in
comparing the site in future years
and we look forward to next year
and hope you will join us again.
The following tally has mostly been
organised with scientific names of
species in alphabetical order within
families which are organised in
taxonomic order.
Moths are
organised by Hodges number.
The list was collated by several
individuals, and species names have
been updated as far as possible.
Common names are taken from
popular field guides as well as from
NHIC (Natural Heritage Information
Centre).

Vertebrates
LIST OF MAMMALS
SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

SORICIDAE

SHREWS
Shrew sp.

VESPERTILIONIDAE

BATS
Bat sp.

SCIURIDAE
Tamias striatus lysteri
Tamiasciurius hudsonicus loquax

SQUIRRELS
Chipmunk
Red Squirrel

CASTORIDAE
Castor canadensis

BEAVERS
Beaver

MURIDAE
Microtus pennsylvanicus pennsylvanicus

MICE, RATS AND VOLES
Meadow Vole
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MUSTELIDAE
Mephitis mephitis nigra

WEASELS
Striped Skunk

CERVIDAE
Odocoileus viginianus borealis

DEER
White-tailed deer

LIST OF BIRDS
SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

ANATIDAE
Branta bernicla
Branta canadensis
Aix sponsa
Anas rubripes
Anas platyrhynchos
Mergus merganser
Mergus serrator

SWANS, GEESE, AND DUCKS
Brant
Canada Goose
Wood Duck
American Black Duck
Mallard
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser

GAVIIDAE
Gavia immer

LOONS
Common Loon

PHALACROCORACIDAE
Phalacrocorax auritus

CORMORANTS
Double-crested Cormorant

ARDEIDAE
Botaurus lentiginosus
Ixobrychus exilis
Ardea herodius
Casmerodius albus
Butorides striatus

HERONS AND BITTERNS
American Bittern
Least Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Green Heron

CATHARTIDAE
Cathartes aura

VULTURES
Turkey Vulture

RALLIDAE
Rallus limicola
Gallinula chloropus

RAILS, GALLINULES AND COOTS
Virginia Rail
Common Gallinule

CHARADRIIDAE
Charadrius vociferous

PLOVERS AND TURNSTONES
Killdeer

SCOLOPACIDAE
Actitis macularia
Calidris pusilla
Capella gallinago
Philohila minor

WOODCOCK, SNIPE, SANDPIPERS
Spotted Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Wilson's Snipe
American Woodcock

LARIDAE
Larus delawarensis
Larus argentatus
Sterna caspia

GULLS AND TERNS
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Caspian Tern
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Chlidonias niger

Black Tern

COLUMBIDAE
Zenaida macroura

DOVES
Mourning Dove

CUCULIDAE
Coccyzus erythropthalmus

CUCKOOS
Black-billed Cuckoo

TROCHILIDAE
Archilochus colubris

HUMMINGBIRDS
Ruby-throated Hummingbird

ALCEDINIDAE
Megaceryle alcyon

KINGFISHERS
Belted Kingfisher

PICIDAE
Picoides pubescens
Picoides villosus
Colaptes auratus

WOODPECKERS
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

TYRANNIDAE
Contopus virens
Empidonax alnorum
Empidonax traillii
Empidonax minimus
Sayornis phoebe
Myiarchus crinitus
Tyrannus tyrannus

FLYCATCHERS
Eastern Wood Pewee
Alder Flycatcher
Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
Great-crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird

VIREONIDAE
Vireo gilvus
Vireo olivaceus

VIREOS
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo

CORVIDAE
Cyanocitta cristata
Corvus brachyrhynchos

JAYS AND CROWS
Blue Jay
American Crow

HIRUNDINIDAE
Stelgidopteryx ruficollis
Progne subis
Iridoprocne bicolor
Riparia riparia
Hirundo rustica
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota

SWALLOWS
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Purple Martin
Tree Swallow
Bank Swallow
Barn Swallow
Cliff Swallow

PARIDAE
Parus atricapillus

TITMICE
Black-capped Chickadee

TROGLODYTIDAE
Troglodytes aedon
Cistothorus palustris

WRENS
House Wren
Marsh Wren
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TURDINAE
Catharus fuscescens
Turdus migratorius

THRUSHES AND BLUEBIRDS
Veery
American Robin

MIMIDAE
Dumetella carolinensis

MIMICS
Gray Catbird

STURNIDAE
Sturnus vulgaris

STARLINGS
European Starling

BOMBYCILLIDAE
Bombycilla cedrorum

WAXWINGS
Cedar Waxwing

PARULINAE
Seiurus aurocapillus
Seiurus noveboracensis
Vermivora ruficapilla
Oporornis philadelphia
Geothlypis trichas
Setophaga ruticilla
Dendroica petechia
Dendroica pensylvanica
Dendroica coronata

WOOD WARBLERS
Ovenbird
Northern Waterthrush
Nashville Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
American Redstart
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler

EMBERIZINAE
Spizella passerina
Passerculus sandwichensis
Melospiza melodia
Melospiza georgiana
Zonotrichia albicolis

SPARROWS AND BUNTINGS
Chipping Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow

CARDINALINAE
Pheucticus ludovicianus

CARDINALS AND ALLIES
Rose-breasted Grosbeak

ICTERINAE
Dolichonyx oryzivorus
Agelaius phoeniceus
Quiscalus quicula
Molothrus ater
Icterus galbula

MEADOWLARKS & BLACKBIRDS
Bobolink
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Baltimore Oriole

FRINGILLIDAE
Carduelis tristis

FINCHES
American Goldfinch

LIST OF REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

CHELYDRIDAE
Chelydra serpentina

SNAPPING TURTLES
Snapping Turtle
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EMYDIDAE
Chrysemys picta
Emydoidea blandingi

POND AND MARSH TURTLES
Midland Painted Turtle
Blanding's Turtle

COLUBRIDAE
Thamnophis sirtalis

TYPICAL SNAKES
Eastern Garter Snake

BUFONIDAE
Bufo americanus

TOADS
American Toad

HYLIDAE
Hyla versicolor

TREEFROGS
Gray Treefrog

RANIDAE
Rana sylvatica
Rana pipiens
Rana clamitans
Rana catesbiana

TRUE FROGS
Wood Frog
Northern Leopard Frog
Green Frog
Bull Frog

LIST OF FISH
SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

FUNDULIDAE
Fundulus diaphanus

!!
Banded Killifish

CENTRARCHIDAE
Lepomis gibbosus

Pumpkinseed

GASTEROSTEIDAE
Culaea inconstans

Brook stickleback

PERCIDAE
Perca flavescens

Yelow Perch

CYPRINIDAE
Pimephales promelas
Notropis cornutus

Fathead Minnow
Common Shiner

ESOCIDAE
Esox sp.

Northern Pike

Invertebrates
INSECTA

INSECTS

Odonata

Dragonflies and Damselflies

Zygoptera
Chromagrion conditum
Coenagrion resolutum

Damselflies
Aurora Damsel
Taiga Bluet
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Enallagma civile
Enallagma ebrium
Enallagma vesperum
Ischnura verticalis
Nehalennia irene

Familiar Bluet
Marsh Bluet
Vesper Bluet
Eastern Forktail
Sedge Sprite
Damselfly Nymph

Anisoptera

Dragonflies
Dragonfly Nymph

Aeshnidae
Anax junius

Darners
Common Green Darner

Corduliieae
Dorocordulia libera*

Emeralds
Racket-tailed Emerald

Libelluldeae
Erythemis simplicicollis
Leucorrhinia intacta
Libellula pulchella
Libellula quadrimaculata
Libellula semifasciata

Skimmers
Eastern Pondhawk
Dot-tailed Whiteface
Twelve-spotted Skimmer
Four-spotted Skimmer
Painted Skimmer

Plecoptera
Perlidae family

Stoneflies
Stonefly Larva

Orthoptera
Melanoplus sp.
Metrioptera roeselii
Nemobiinae sp.

Grasshoppers, Katydids and Crickets
Spurthroated Grasshopper
Roesel's Katydid
Ground Cricket

Hemiptera
Aphididae family
Bansa dimidiata
Cercopoidea family
Cicadellidae family
Corixidae
Gerris sp.
Lethocerus americanus
Lygaeus kalmi
Lygus lineolaris
Microvelia americana
Nepidae family
Notonecta sp.
Perillus bioculatus

True Bugs
Aphid
Stink Bug
Spittlebug
Leaf Hoppers
Water Boatman
Water strider
Giant water Bug
Small Milkweed Bug
Tarnished Plant Bug
Broad-shouldered Water Strider
Water Scorpion
Backswimmer
Two-spotted Stinkbug

Neuroptera

Dobsonflies, Lacewings, Antlions and Relatives
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Sub group Megaloptera
Chauliodes rasticornis

Fishflies
Spring Fishfly

Coleoptera
Agonum sp.
Anthonomus sp.
Brachinus cyanochroaticus
Chrysomelidae family
Calligrapha lunata
Carabidae family
Carabus nemoralis
Cardiophorus sp.
Cerambycidae family
Chlaenius impunctifrons
Chlaenius sp.
Cicindela repanda
Cicindela sexguttata
Coccinella septempunctata
Coccinella trifasciata
Coleomegilla maculata
Cymbiodyta minima
Dendroides concolor
Desmocerus palliatus
Dineutus sp.
Disonycha sp.
Gyrinidae sp.
Haliplus canadensis
Harmonia axyridis
Labidomera clivicollis
Nicrophorus carolinus
Nicrophorus orbicollis
Pacificanthia rotundicollis
Photinus sp.
Phyllophaga sp.
Plagiodera versicolora
Platynus decens
Podabrus sp.
Propylaea quatuordecimpunctata
Propylaea septempunctata
Pterostichus adstrictus
Pyropyga sp.
Pyrrhalta viburni
Tetragonoderus fasciatus

Beetles and Weevils
Ground Beetle
Weevil
Bombardier Beetle
Leaf Beetle
Scriptured Leaf Beetle
Carabid Beetle
European Ground Beetle
Click Beetle
Long-horned Beetle
Common Beetle
Vivid Metallic Ground Beetle
Bronzed Tiger Beetle
Six-spotted Tiger Beetle
Seven-spotted Lady Beetle
Three-banded Lady Beetle
Spotted Lady Beetle
Water Scavenger Beetle
Flame-coloured Beetle
Elderberry Longhorn Boring Beetle
Whirligig Beetle
Flea Beetle
Whirligig Beetle
Crawling Water Beetle
Asiatic Lady Beetle
Milkweed Leaf Beetle
Carrion Beetle
Roundneck Carrion Beetle
Soldier Beetle
Firefly
June Bug
Imported Willow Leaf Beetle
Ground Beetle
Soldier Beetle
Fourteen-spotted Lady Beetle
Seven-spotted Lady Beetle
Ground Beetle
Firefly
Viburnum Leaf Beetle (larva)
Ground Beetle

Mecoptera

Scorpion Flies and Hanging Flies

Trichoptera
Hydropsychidae family

Caddisflies
Caddisfly

Lepidoptera
Aglais milberti

Butterflies, Moths and Skippers
Milbert's Tortoiseshell
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Carterocephalus palaemon
Celastrina lucia
Coenonympha tullia
Colias philodice
Epargyreus clarus
Glaucopsyche lygdamus coup
Papilio polyxenes asterous
Phyciodes cocyta
Pieris rapae
Polites peckius
Pterorous glaucus canadensis
Vanessa atalanta
Thorybes pylades
Thymelicus lineola
Vanessa virginiensis
Wallengrenia egeremet
Moths arranged by Hodges number
Bibarrambla allenella
Ancylis sp.
Eulia ministrana
Syndemis afflictana
Platynota idaeusalis
Elophila icciusalis
Synclita obliteralis
Evergestis pallidata
Ostrinia nubilalis
Phlyctaenia coronata
Anania funebris
Pyrausta bicoloralis
Palpita magniferalis
Hypsopygia costalis
Oreta rosea
Speranza coortaria
Macaria aemulataria
Macaria granitata
Anavitrinella pampinaria
Biston betularia
Campaea perlata
Tetracis crocallata
Tetracis cachexiata
Nemoria mimosaria
Haematopis grataria
Ecliptopera silaceata
Epirrhoe alternata
Hydrelia condensata
Eupithecia sp.
Pasiphila rectangulata
Heterophleps triguttaria
Dyspteris abortivaria
Calledapteryx dryopterata
Hemaris thysbe
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Arctic Skipper
Spring Azure
Common Ringlet
Clouded Sulphur
Silver-spotted Skipper
Silvery Blue
Black Swallowtail
Northern Crescent
Cabbage White
Peck's Skipper
Canadian Tiger Swallowtail
Red Admiral
Northern Cloudy Wing
European Skipper
American Painted Lady
Northern Broken Dash
Bog Bibarrambla Moth
Leaffolder
Brassy Twit
Gray Leaffolder
Tufted Apple Bud Moth
Pondside Crambid
Waterlily Leafcutter
Purple-backed Cabageworm
European Corn Borrer
Crowned Phlyctaenia
White-spotted Sable
Bicolored Pyrausta
Splendid Palpita Snout Moth
Clover Hayworm
Rose Hooktip
Four-spotted Granite
Common Angel
Spotted Granite
Common Grey
Pepper and Salt Geometer
Pale Beauty
Yellow Slant-line
White Slant-line
White-fringed Emerald
Chickweed Geometer
Small Phoenix
White-banded Toothed Carpet
“Camisole” Moth - name coined by participant
Pug sp.
Green Pug
Three-spotted Fillip
Badwing
Brown Scoopwing
Hummingbird Clearwing
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Furcula occidentalis
Furcula modesta
Schizura unicornis
Hyphantria cunea
Lophocampa caryae
Cisseps fulvicollis
Chytolita morbidalis
Palthis angulalis
Palthis asopialis
Melanomma auricinctaria
Hypena manalis
Ledaea perditalis
Zale horrida
Baileya dormitans
Maliattha synochitis
Pseudeustrotia carneola
Leuconycta lepidula
Ponometia erastrioides
Callopistria mollissima
Balsa tristrigella
Balsa labecula
Ogdoconta cinereola
Ochropleura implecta
Nuctua pronuba

The Western Furcula Moth
Modest Furcula
Unicorn Prominent
Fall Webworm
Hickory Tussock Moth
Yellow-collared Scape Moth
Morbid Owlet
Dark-spotted Palthis
Faint-spotted Palthis
Gold-lined Melanomma
Flowing Line Snout
Lost Owlet
Horrid Zale
Sleeping Baileya
Black-spotted Glyph
Pink-barred Pseudeustrotia (Lithecodia)
Marble-green Leuconycta
Smaller Bird-dropping Moth
Pink-shaded Fern Moth
Three-lined Balsa
White-blotched Balsa
Common Pinkband
Flame-shouldered Dart
Large Yellow Underwing Moth

Diptera
Anthomyiidae family
Calliphoridae sp.
Ceratopogonidae family
Chironomidae family
Chrysops sp.
Clinohelea currei
Condylostylus patibulatus
Condylostylus sp. 2
Culicidae family
Dolichopus sp.
Dryomyza sp.
Limoniidae family
Muscidae sp.
Nephrotoma sp.
Nephrotoma sp. 2
Panorpidae sp.
Sargophagidae family
Scathophagidae family
Syrphidae heloophilus
Tachinidae family
Therevidae family
Toxomerus geminatus
Toxomerus marginatus

True Flies
Root Maggot Fly
Blow Fly
Biting Midge Larva
Midge
Deer Fly
Biting Midge
Long-legged Fly
Long-legged Fly
Mosquitoes
Long-legged Fly
Orange Fly
Crane Fly
Muscid Fly
Crane Fly
Crane Fly
Scorpion Fly
Flesh Fly
Dung Fly
Bee Fly
Parasitic Fly
Stiletto Fly
Flower Fly
Flower Fly

Hymenoptera

Ants, Bees, Sawflies and Wasps

The Blue Bill
Agopostemon sp.
Apis mellifera
Bombus imaptiens
Coelichneumon sp.
Ichneumonidae sp.
Netelia sp.
Componotus sp.
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Metallic Green Bee
Honey Bee
Common Eastern Bumblebee
Wasp
Ichneumon Wasp
Ichneumon Wasp
Black Ant

OTHER INVERTEBRATES
Phylum Arthropoda
Chilipoda

Centipedes

Diplapoda
Narceus americanus

Millipedes
Millipede

Arachnida
Araneae
Argyrodes nephilae
Cesonia bilineata
Marpissa pikei
Neoscona arabesca
Salticus scenicus
Tetragnatha sp.

Arachnids
Spiders
Dewdrop Spider
Ground Spider
Pike Slender Jumper
Arabesque Orb Weaver
Zebra Jumper
Green Long-jawed Orb Weaver

Acari
Arrenurus sp.

Mites and Ticks
Water Mite

Crustacea
Isopoda

Crustaceans
Isopods

Oniscidea

Wood Lice
Woodlouse sp.

Cladocera
Chydoridae family

Water Fleas
Water flea

Amphipoda
Gammaridae family

Malacostracan Curstaceans
Scud

Phylum Rotifera

Wheel animals

Phylum Mollusca

Molluscs

Gastropoda
Lymnaea sp.
Planorbidae family
Succinidae sp.

Snails
Pond Snail
Planorbid Snail
Snail sp

Page 101

Page 102

September 2014

Succinidae sp.

Amber Snail
Slug sp.

Bivalvia
Elliptio complanata
Sphaeriidae family

Clams, Mussels
Freshwater Mussel
Fingernail Clam

Phylum Annelida
Hirudnea

Segmented Worms
Leeches
Leech

Phylum Nematoda
Nematode

Nematodes
Roundworm
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Vascular Plants
SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

EQUISETACEAE
Equisetum arvense
Equisetum fluviatile
Equisetum hyemale
Equisetum palustre

HORSETAIL FAMILY
Field Horsetail
Water Horsetail
Common Scouring-rush
Marsh Horsetail

Equisetum x litorale

Hybrid Horsetail

OSMUNDACEAE
Osmunda cinnamomea
Osmunda regalis

FLOWERING FERN FAMILY
Cinnamon Fern
Royal Fern

POLYPODIACEAE
Athyrium filix-femina
Dryopteris cristata
Dryopteris spinulosa
Onoclea sensibilis
Pteridium aquilinum
Thelypteris palustris

FERN FAMILY
Lady Fern
Crested Woodfern
Spinulose Wood Fern
Sensitive Fern
Bracken Fern
Marsh Fern

PINACEAE
Larix laricina

PINE FAMILY
Tamarack (Larch)

CUPRESSACEAE
Juniperus communis
Thuja occidentalis

CYPRESS FAMILY
Common Juniper
Eastern White Cedar

TYPHACEAE
Typha latifolia

CATTAIL FAMILY
Broad-leaved Cattail

SPARGANIACEAE
Sparganium chlorocarpum
Sparganium eurycarpum
Sparganium americanum

BUR-REED FAMILY
Green Fruited Bur-reed
Large-fruited (Giant) Bur-reed
Lesser Bur-reed

POTAMOGETONACEAE
Potamogeton gramineus
Potamogeton natans
Potamogeton richardsonii

PONDWEED FAMILY
Variable-leaved (Grass-lvd) Pondweed
Floating (Broad-lvd) Pondweed
Richardson Pondweed

ALISMATACEAE
Alisma plantago-aquatica
Sagittaria latifolia

WATER-PLANTAIN FAMILY
Water Plantain
Broad-leaved Arrowhead

HYDROCHARITACEAE
Elodea canadensis
Hydrocharis morsus-ranae*
Vallisneria americana

FROG'S-BIT FAMILY
Canada Water-weed (Pondweed)
Frog's-bit
Eel-Grass
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GRAMINEAE
Agropyron repens*
Ammophila breviligulata *
Bromus inermis*
Calamagrostis canadensis
Dactylis glomerata*
Echinochloa crusgalli*
Elymus canadensis
Elymus hystrix
Elymus repens
Festuca pratensis
Glyceria grandis
Phalaris arundinacea
Phleum pratense*
Phragmites australis
Poa palustris
Poa pratensis

GRASS FAMILY
Quack Grass
Marram Grass
Smooth Brome
Canada Bluejoint
Orchard Grass
Barnyard Grass
Canada Wild-rye
Bottle Brush Grass
Couch Grass
Meadow Fescue
Tall Manna Grass
Reed Canary Grass
Timothy
Common Reed Grass
Fowl Bluegrass (Meadow Grass)
Kentucky Blue-Grass

CYPERACEAE
Carex aquatilis
Carex blanda
Carex brunescens
Carex comosa
Carex crinita
Carex disperma
Carex interior
Carex intumescens
Carex lacustris
Carex lasiocarpa
Carex limosa
Carex pensylvanica
Carex pseudo-cyperus
Carex rosea
Carex scoparia
Carex stipata
Carex vulpinoidea
Dulichium arundinaceum
Eleocharis acicularis
Eleocharis palustris
Schoenoplectus pungens
Scirpus americanus

SEDGE FAMILY
Grant's (Aquatic) Sedge
Woodland Sedge
Brownish Sedge
Bristly Sedge
Fringed Sedge
Two-seeded Sedge
Inland Sedge
Bladder (Villose) Sedge
Lake Sedge
Wire Sedge
Mud Sedge
Pennsylvania Sedge
Cypress-like Sedge
Rosy Sedge
Pointed Broomsedge
Stalk-grain (Stipate) Sedge
Fox Sedge
Three-way Sedge
Needle Spike-rush
Marsh Spike-rush
Three-square Bulrush
American Bulrush

ARACEAE
Arisaema triphyllum
Calla palustris

ARUM FAMILY
Jack-in-the -pulpit
Water Arum

LEMNACEAE
Lemna minor
Spirodela polyrhiza
Wolffia sp.

DUCKWEED FAMILY
Common Duckweed
Larger Duckweed
Watermeal
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PONTEDERIACEAE
Pontedaria cordata

PICKERAL-WEED FAMILY
Pickerel-weed

JUNCAEAE
Juncus effusus
Juncus tenuis

RUSH FAMILY
Soft (Common) Rush
Path (Slender) Rush

LILIACEAE
Maianthemum racemosum
Maianthemum stellatum
Polygonatum pubescens
Smilax herbacea
Trillium erectum

LILY FAMILY
False Soloman's Seal
Star-flowered False Soloman's Seal
Hairy Solomon's Seal
Carrion flower
Red Trillium

IRIDACEAE
Iris pseudacorus
Iris versicolor
Sisyrinchium mucronatum

IRIS FAMILY
Yellow Flag
Blue Flag
Blue-eyed Grass

ORCHIDACEAE
Epipactis helleborine*

ORCHID FAMILY
Helleborine

SALICACEAE
Populus balsamifera
Populus grandidentata
Populus tremuloides
Populus deltoides
Salix discolor
Salix eriocephala
Salix interior
Salix fragilis
Salix petiolaris
Salix amygdaloides

WILLOW FAMILY
Balsam Poplar
Large-toothed Aspen
Aspen Poplar
Eastern Cottonwood
Pussy Willow
Heart-leaved Willow
Sandbar Willow
Crack Willow
Slender Willow
Peach-leaved Willow

JUGLANDACEAE
Carya ovata

WALNUT FAMILY
Shagbark Hickory

BETULACEAE
Alnus incana
Betula alleghaniensis
Betula papyrifera
Carpinus caroliniana
Ostrya virginiana

BIRCH FAMILY
Speckled Alder
Yellow Birch
White Birch
Blue Beech
Hop-Hornbean

FAGACEAE
Quercus macrocarpa
Quercus rubra

BEECH FAMILY
Bur Oak
Red Oak

ULMACEAE
Ulmus americana
Ulmus rubra

ELM FAMILY
White Elm
Red Elm
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URTICACEAE
Boehmeria cylindrica
Urtica dioica*
Urtica gracilis

NETTLE FAMILY
False Nettle
Stinging Nettle
Slender Nettle

SANTALACEAE
Comandra umbellata

SANDALWOOD FAMILY
Bastard-Toadflax

POLYGONACEAE
Polygonum scandens
Rumex acetosella*
Rumex crispus*
Rumex orbiculaius
Rumex verticillatus

BUCKWHEAT FAMILY
Climbing False Buckwheat
Sheep Sorrel
Curled Dock
Great Water Dock
Water (Swamp) Dock

CHENOPODIACEAE
Chenopodium album*

GOOSEFOOT FAMILY
Lamb's-Quarters

CARYOPHYLLACEAE
Arenaria laterifolia
Arenaria serpyllifolia
Cerastium vulgatum
Stellaria longifolia
Stellaria graminea

PINK FAMILY
Blunt-leaved (Grove) Sandwort
Thyme-leaved Sandwort
Mouse-ear Chickweed
Long-leaved (Stitchwort) Chickweed
Lesser Stitchwort

NYMPHAEACEAE
Brasenia schreberi
Nuphar variegatum

WATER-LILY FAMILY
Water-shield
Bullhead-Lily

RANUNCULACEAE
Actaea rubra
Anemone canadensis
Aquilegia canadensis
Ranunculus abortivus
Ranunculus acris*
Thalictrum pubescens

CROWFOOT FAMILY
Red Baneberry
Canada Anemone
Columbine
Kidney-leaved Buttercup
Tall Buttercup
Tall Meadow-rue

BERBERIDACEAE
Podophylum peltatum

BARBERRY FAMILY
Mayapple

CRUCIFERAE
Alliaria petiolata
barbarea verna
Barbarea vulgaris*
Brassica rapa*
Cakile edulenta*
Capsella bursa-pastoris*
Hesperis matronalis*
Rorippa palustris
Sinapis arvensis

MUSTARD FAMILY
Garlic Mustard
Early Cress
Winter Cress
Field Mustard
Sea Rocket
Shepherd's-purse
Dame's rocket
Marsh Yellow Cress
Wild Mustard
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Thlaspi arvense*

Field Penny-cress

SARRACENIACEAE
Sarracenia purpurea

PITCHER-PLANT FAMILY
Pitcher-plant

DROSERACEAE
Drosera rotundifolia

SUNDEW FAMILY
Round-leaved Sundew

GROSSULARAIACEAE
Ribes americanum
Ribes cynosbati
Ribes hirtellum

GOOSEBERRY FAMILY
Black Currant
PricklyGooseberry
Wild Gooseberry (Smooth Gooseberry)

ROSACEAE
Agrimonia gryposepala
Amelanchier arborea
Crataegus mollis
Crataegus punctata
Fragaria vesca
Fragaria virginiana
Geum allepicum
Geum canadense
Geum macrophyllum
Geum rivale
Malus pumila.*
Potentilla anserina
Potentilla argentea*
Potentilla palustris
Potentilla recta*
Potentilla simplex
Prunus americana
Prunus pumila
Prunus serotina
Prunus virginiana
Rosa blanda
Rosa eglanteria
Rosa palustris
Rubus allegheniensis
Rubus idaeus
Rubus occidentalis
Rubus odoratus
Spiraea alba

ROSE FAMILY
Agrimony
Downy Serviceberry
Hawthorn
Hawthorn
Wood Strawberry
Common (Wild) Strawberry
Yellow Avens
White Avens
Large-leaved Avens
Water Avens
Domestic Apple
Silverweed
Silvery Cinquefoil
Marsh Cinquefoil
Sulphur Cinquefoil
Common Cinquefoil
American Plum
Sand Cherry
Black Cherry
Choke Cherry
Smooth Wild Rose
Sweet-briar
Swamp Rose
Common Blackberry
Wild Red Raspberry
Black Raspberry
Purple Flowering Raspberry
Meadowsweet

FABACEAE
Amphicarpa bracteata
Lathyrus japonicus
Lathyrus palustris
Lotus corniculatus*
Medicago lupulina*
Medicaga sativa*
Melilotus alba*

BEAN FAMILY
Hog Peanut
Beach Pea
Marsh Pea (Vetchling)
Bird's-foot Trefoil
Black Medic
Alfalfa
White Sweet-clover
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Melilotus officinalis*
Trifolium hybridum*
Trifolium pratense*
Trifolium repens*
Vicia cracca*
Vicia sativa

Yellow Sweet-clover
Alsike Clover
Red Clover
White Clover
Cow Vetch
Common Vetch

GERANIACEAE
Geranium robertianum

GERANIUM FAMILY
Herb Robert

OXALIDACEAE
Oxalis stricta

WOOD-SORREL FAMILY
European yellow Wood-sorrel

ANACARDIACEAE
Rhus radicans
Rhus typhina

CASHEW FAMILY
Poison Ivy
Staghorn Sumac

AQUIFOLIACEAE
Ilex verticillata

HOLLY FAMILY
Winterberry

CELASTRACEAE
Celastrus scandens

STAFF-TREE FAMILY
Climbing Bittersweet

ACERACEAE
Acer negundo
Acer rubrum
Acer saccharinum
Acer saccharum

MAPLE FAMILY
Manitoba Maple
Red Maple
Silver Maple
Sugar Maple

BALSAMINACEAE
Impatiens capensis

TOUCH-ME-NOT FAMILY
Spotted Jewel-weed

VITACEAE
Parthenocissus vitacea
Vitis riparia

GRAPE FAMILY
Virginia Creeper
Riverbank Grape

TILIACEAE
Tilia americana

LINDEN FAMILY
Basswood

HYPERICACEAE
Hypericum punctatum
Triadenum virginicum

ST.JOHN'S-WORT FAMILY
Common St.John's-wort
Marsh St.John's-wort

VIOLACEAE
viola sp.

VIOLET FAMILY
Violet

LYTHRACEAE
Decodon verticillatus

LOOSESTRIFE FAMILY
Water-Willow

ONAGRACEAE
Circaea lutetiana

EVENING-PRIMROSE FAMILY
Enchanters Nightshade
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Oenothera biennis

Common Evening-primrose

HALORAGACEAE
Myriophyllum exalbescens
Myriophyllum spicatum*

WATER-MILFOIL FAMILY
Northern Water-milfoil
Eurasian Water-milfoil

ARALIACEAE
Aralia nudicaulis

GINSENG FAMILY
Wild Sarsaparilla

UMBELLIFERAE
Carum carvi
Cicuta bulbifera
Cicuta maculata
Cryptotaenia canadensis
Daucus carota*
Osmorrhiza claytoni
Osmorrhiza longistylis
Sanicula marilandica
Sanicula odorata
Sium suave

PARSLEY FAMILY
Caraway
Bulbous Water Hemlock
Northern Water (Poison) Hemlock
Honewort
Wild Carrot (Queen Anne's Lace)
Hairy Sweet Cicely
Aniseroot
Black Snakeroot (Sanicle)
Cluster Sanicle
Water Parsnip

CORNACEAE
Cornus alternifolia
Cornus obliqua
Cornus racemosa
Cornus rugosa
Cornus stolonifera

DOGWOOD FAMILY
Alternate-leaved Dogwood
Silky Dogwood
Grey Dogwood
Round-leaved Dogwood
Red-osier Dogwood

ERICACEAE
Chamaedaphne calyculata
Vaccinium corymbosum
Vaccinium macrocarpon
Vaccinium oxycoccos

HEATH FAMILY
Leatherleaf
High-Bush Blueberry
Large Cranberry
Small Cranberry

PRIMULACEAE
Lysimachia ciliata
Lysimachia terrestris
Lysimachia thyrsiflora
Trientalis borealis

PRIMROSE FAMILY
Fringed Loosestrife
Swamp Loosestrife (Swamp Candles)
Yellow (Tufted) Loosestrife
Starflower

OLEACEAE
Fraxinus americana
Fraxinus nigra
Fraxinus pennsylvanica

OLIVE FAMILY
White Ash
Black Ash
Red (Green) Ash

GENTIANACEAE
Menyanthes trifoliata

GENTIAN FAMILY
Buckbean

APOCYNACEAE
Apocynum cannabinum

DOGBANE FAMILY
Indian Hemp
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ASCLEPIADACEAE
Asclepias incarnata
Asclepias syriaca
Cynanchum rossicum

MILKWEED FAMILY
Swamp Milkweed
Common Milkweed
European (Pale) Swallow-wort

CONVOLVULACEAE
Convolvulus sepium
Cuscuta gronovii

MORNING-GLORY FAMILY
Hedge Bindweed
Swamp Dodder

HYDROPHYLLACEAE
Hydrophyllum virginianum

WATERLEAF FAMILY
Waterleaf

BORAGINACEAE
Lythospermum officinale*

BORAGE FAMILY
(European) Gromwell

LABIATAE
Glecoma hederacea*
Leonurus cardiaca*
Lycopus americanus
Lycopus europaeus
Lycopus uniflorus
Nepeta cataria*
Prunella vulgaris*

MINT FAMILY
Ground Ivy (Creeping Charlie)
Motherwort
Cut-leaved Water-horehound
Bugleweed
Water Horehound (Bugleweed)
Catnip
Heal-all

SOLANAEAE
Solanum dulcamara*

NIGHTSHADE FAMILY
Bittersweet Nightshade

SCROPHULARIACEAE
Pedicularis canadensis
Verbascum thapsus*

FIGWORT FAMILY
Wood-betony
Common Mullein

LENTIBULARIACEAE
Utricularia vulgaris

BLADDERWORT FAMILY
Common Bladderwort

PLANTAGINACEAE
Plantago major*

PLANTAIN FAMILY
Broad-leaved (Common) Plantain

RUBIACEAE
Cephalanthus occientalis
Galium aparine
Galium asprellum
Galium mollugo*
Galium palustre
Galium triflorum

MADDER FAMILY
Buttonbush
Cleavers
Rough Bedstraw
Wild Madder
Marsh Bedstraw
Fragrant Bedstraw

CAPRIFOLIACEAE
Lonicera tatarica*
Sambucus canadensis
Viburnum cassinoides
Viburnum lentago
Viburnum recognitum

HONEYSUCKLE FAMILY
Tartarian Honeysuckle
Common Elderberry
Withe-rod
Nannyberry
Southern Arrowwood
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COMPOSITAE
Achillea millefolium
Ambrosia artemisiifolia
Arctium minus*
Artemisia campestris
Eurybia macrophyllus
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae
Bidens frondosa
Bidens tripartita
Chrysanthemum leucanthemum*
Cichorium intybus*
Cirsium arvense*
Cirsium vulgare*
Erigeron annuus
Erigeron philadelphicus
Erigeron strigosus
Eupatorium perfoliatum
Eupatorium rugosum
Helianthus tuberosus
Hieracium caespitosum
Lactuca biennis
Lactuca canadensis
Lactuca scariola
Solidago altissima
Solidago canadensis
Solidago juncea
Solidago nemoralis
Sonchus arvensis*
Sonchus asper*
Taraxacum officinale*
Tragopogon dubius
Tragopogon pratensis*
Tussilago farfara*

COMPOSITE FAMILY
Yarrow
Common Ragweed
Common Burdock
Sagewort Wormwood
Large-leaved Aster
New England Aster
Devil's Beggarticks
Three-lobed Beggarticks
Ox-eye Daisy
Chicory
Canada Thistle
Bull Thistle
Annual Fleabane (Daisy Fleabane)
Philadelphia (Common) Fleabane
Rough Fleabane
Boneset
White-snakeroot
Jeruslaem Artichoke
Field Hawkweed
Tall Blue Lettuce
Canada Lettuce (Wild Lettuce)
Prickly Lettuce
Tall Goldenrod
Canada Goldenrod
Early Goldenrod
Gray Goldenrod
Perennial (Field) Sow-Thistle
Spiny Annual Sow-Thistle
Common Dandelion
Goat's-beard
Meadow Goat's-beard
Coltsfoot

Non-Vascular Plants and Fungi

Sphagnum girgensonhii

Moss
Peat Moss sp.

Clavicorona pyxidata
Daedalea quercina
Mycena leaiana
Polyporus squamosus

Fungi
Crown Coral
Oak Polypore
Golden Fairy Helmet
Dryad's Saddle

Page 111

Page 112

September 2014

Winter Finch Forecast 2014-2015
Ron Pittaway, Ontario Field Ornithologists reprinted with permission
GENERAL
FORECAST:
This
winter's theme is a "mixed bag" of
finch movements. For example, some
species such as Purple Finch will go
south while White-winged Crossbills
will likely stay in the boreal forest in
widely separated areas where
spruces are laden with cones.
Common Redpolls should move into
southern Canada and the northern
states because birch seed crops are
thin to average across the north. See
individual finch forecasts below for
details.

across the boreal forest, but crops are
low in northeastern Ontario and
poor in Newfoundland.

TREE SEED CROPS: Key trees
affecting finch movements in the
boreal forest are spruces, birches and
mountain-ashes. Spruce cone crops
are variable in Ontario. Crops are
excellent around southern James Bay
and very good to excellent west of
Lake Superior. Crops are mostly
poor elsewhere in the province such
as Algonquin Park in central
Ontario. The heavy spruce cone crop
around James Bay extends east in a
broad deep band across northcentral Quebec into the Gaspe
Peninsula. East of Ontario cone crops
are generally poor in the Atlantic
Provinces, New York State, New
Hampshire and other northern New
England States. West of Ontario cone
crops are poor in the boreal forest in
Manitoba and Saskatchewan but
improve westward with average
crops in southern Yukon and
excellent crops in Alaska. Birch seed
crops are poor to average in the
boreal forest. Mountain-ash berry
crops are very good to bumper

PINE GROSBEAK: Pine Grosbeaks
should make a small flight into
central Ontario because mountainash berry crops are low in
northeastern Ontario. However,
mountain-ash crops are excellent in
north-central
Quebec
and
in
northwestern Ontario with excellent
crops extending west across the
boreal forest to Alaska so grosbeaks
there may not move far from these
areas. At feeders they prefer
sunflower seeds, and also watch for
them
feeding
on
European
mountain-ash
berries
and
ornamental crabapples.

INDIVIDUAL FINCH FORECASTS:
Forecasts apply mainly to Ontario
and adjacent provinces and states.
Three irruptive non-finch passerines
whose movements are linked to
finches are also discussed. There will
be local exceptions to individual
forecasts. You can follow the
movements of winter finches this fall
and winter on eBird.

PURPLE FINCH: Last winter many
Purple Finches stayed in the boreal
forest because of bumper seed crops
there. This fall most Purple Finches
should migrate south of Ontario
because many coniferous and
deciduous tree seed crops are much
lower in central and northeastern
Ontario. When Purple Finches leave
Ontario in October and November,
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they return in mid-April to mid-May
to breed. At feeders Purples prefer
sunflower
seeds.
Old-timers
remember when Purple Finches
were much commoner than they are
today. The principal cause of the
decline may be the absence of large
outbreaks of spruce budworm.
RED CROSSBILL: Red Crossbills will
be scattered in the Northeast this
winter because cone crops are
generally poor. Expect some in
Ontario where red and/or white
pines have locally good cone crops.
A few Red Crossbills were reported
this past summer north of Lake
Huron. Red Crossbills comprise at
least 10 "call types" in North
America. However, the types are
usually impossible to identify
without recordings of their flight
calls. Matt Young (may6 at
cornell.edu) at The Cornell Lab of
Ornithology will identify types if
you send him your recordings and
this will help with his ongoing
research. Matt reports that Type 10s
have been moving around the Great
Lakes and Northeast for a few
months and Pascal Cote of the
Tadoussac Bird Observatory in
Quebec reports a small movement of
Type 3s.
WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL: This
crossbill will be mostly absent this
winter from central Ontario such as
in Algonquin Park because spruce
and hemlock cone crops are very
poor there. White-winged Crossbills
move east and west like a pendulum
across North America searching for
bumper cone crops. In the Northeast
they should winter in numbers
around James Bay and east across
north/central Quebec into the Gaspe
Peninsula where spruce crops are
heavy. Pascal Cote reports that
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White-winged
Crossbills
are
currently abundant in boreal areas of
Quebec such as Charlevoix and
Chibougamau. They are unlikely to
irrupt south in numbers because the
excellent spruce cone crops in
Quebec, northwestern Canada and
Alaska should keep this crossbill
within the boreal forest.
COMMON REDPOLL: Expect a
moderate to good flight south this
fall and winter because birch seed
crops are variably poor to average in
the boreal forest. At bird feeders
redpolls prefer nyger seeds in silo
feeders.
Watch
for
"Greater"
Common
Redpolls
(subspecies
rostrata) from Baffin Island and
Greenland in flocks of "Southern"
Common
Redpolls
(nominate
subspecies flammea). Greaters are
larger, browner, longer tailed, and
bigger billed in direct comparison
with "Southerns". For photos of
"Greater" Common Redpolls see
links #5 and 6 below. Watch for
redpolls in weedy fields.
HOARY REDPOLL: Watch for
Hoaries this winter mixed in with
flocks of Common Redpolls. The
"Southern" Hoary Redpoll (nominate
subspecies exilipes) which breeds
south to northern Ontario is the
usual subspecies encountered. It is
rare but regular in redpoll flocks.
"Hornemann's"
Hoary
Redpoll
(subspecies hornemanni) was once
considered a great rarity south of the
tundra, but it has been documented
with photos in recent years with four
records accepted to date by the
Ontario Bird Records Committee.
For photos of Hornemann's see link
#6 below.
PINE SISKIN: Siskins were observed
in numbers this summer around
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southern James Bay and in southern
Yukon. They will move east and
west this fall searching for areas with
excellent spruce cone crops. Siskins
should winter in Alaska and northcentral Quebec where spruce crops
are excellent. However, those that
fail to find adequate cone crops will
probably wander south where they
will frequent bird feeders with nyger
seeds in silo feeders. Siskins are
often detected by their wheezy cleeip call, which is the best way to
identify them in flight.
EVENING GROSBEAK: Very small
numbers of Evening Grosbeaks
should move south this winter into
southern Ontario and the Northeast
because tree seed crops are generally
poor farther north. This past
summer, Tyler Hoar reports the
lowest
number
of
Evening
Grosbeaks that he has seen around
Lake Superior and in Quebec's
Laurentians in four years. Breeding
populations are now much reduced
from the population peak during the
1940s to 1980s linked to large
outbreaks of spruce budworm. The
feeders at the Visitor Centre in
Algonquin Park should have some
grosbeaks this winter. At feeders
Evening Grosbeaks prefer black oil
sunflower seeds.
THREE IRRUPTIVE PASSERINES:
Movements of the following three
passerines are often linked to the
boreal finches.
BLUE JAY: Expect a good to heavy
flight (many more than last year)
moving westward along the north
shorelines of Lakes Ontario and Erie
because
the
acorn,
beechnut,
hazelnut and soft mast crops
averaged low in northeastern,
central
and
eastern
Ontario.
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However, acorn crops were much
higher in the Carolinian Zone south
of Toronto. Expect fewer Blue Jays at
feeders in Ontario this winter
because many jays will migrate out
of the province this fall.
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH: This
nuthatch is a conifer seed specialist
when it winters in the boreal forest.
Cone crop failures cause irruptions.
It began wandering southward in
mid-summer indicating that boreal
finches would also move this fall and
winter. Many but not all Redbreasted Nuthatches should move
south this fall because white spruce
cone crops are generally low to
average (some bumper crops) across
much of the boreal forest. At bird
feeders Red-breasted Nuthatches
prefer black oil sunflower seeds,
chopped peanuts and suet.
BOHEMIAN WAXWING: Most
Bohemians should stay in the north
this winter because the mountainash berry crop is generally very good
to excellent across most of the boreal
forest
except
in
northeastern
Ontario. When Bohemians move
south they are attracted to berries on
European
Mountain-ash,
small
ornamental
crabapples
and
buckthorn berries. With the recent
breeding range expansion east across
northern Quebec and the annual
abundance of buckthorn berries in
settled areas, Bohemians now occur
every winter in varying numbers in
southern Ontario, southern Quebec
and New York State.
WHERE
TO
SEE
FINCHES:
Algonquin Park is an exciting winter
experience about 3.5 hour drive
north of Toronto. Cone crops are
poor in the park this year so finch
numbers will be very low. However,
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feeders at the Visitor Centre (km 43)
should attract Common Redpolls
(watch for Hoaries), Evening and
Pine Grosbeaks. The Visitor Centre
and restaurant are open weekends in
winter. On weekdays arrangements
can be made to view feeders by
calling 613-637-2828. The bookstore
has one of the best selections of
natural history books anywhere. Be
sure to get the Birds of Algonquin
Park (2012) by retired park naturalist
Ron Tozer. It is one of the finest
regional bird books ever published.
The nearby Spruce Bog Trail at km
42.5 and Opeongo Road at km 44.5
are the best spots for finches and
other species such as Gray Jay,
Boreal Chickadee, Spruce Grouse
and Black-backed Woodpecker.
NOTE: Previous finch forecasts and
much additional information with
photos are in the following links:
#1. Finch Facts, Seed Crops and
Irruptions, plus a very informative
chart of finch species and numbers
on all 40 Algonquin Park Christmas
Bird Counts
http://www.jeaniron.ca/2012/wint
erfinches.htm

#2. Last year's Winter Finch Forecast
2013-2014
http://www.jeaniron.ca/2013/forec
ast.htm

#3. Winter Finch Forecast 2012-2013
http://www.jeaniron.ca/2012/finch
forecast2012.htm
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#4. Previous forecasts from 19992000 to 2011-2012
http://www.neilyworld.com/neily
world/pittaway-old.htm
#5. "Greater" Common Redpolls –
Reference Photos
http://www.jeaniron.ca/Trips/arcti
c2013/pa7.htm
#6 Redpoll Photo Essay - Greater
and Hornemann's Redpolls
http://www.aba.org/nab/v65n2red
polls.pdf
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My Life as Host for America’s most wanted Bird
Anders Bennick
Each spring I haul my cleaned and
disinfected Purple Martin houses out
of the basement of my house on the
south shore of Amherst Island and
attach them to their poles in time for
the return of Purple Martins. And
right on clue the first birds arrive in
the middle of April having made a
remarkable journey of about 7,0000
km from their wintering site in Brazil
in only fourteen days. Several waves
of birds follow filling up my 5
houses and soon the air is resonant
with gurgling and chortling Purple
Martin calls in an endless joyful
conversation. This extraordinary
display goes on past the height of
summer, but too soon for us the
Martins leave in the middle of
August, once more embarking on
their long travel to Brazil, and we sit
here bereft of their aerial display and
company until next spring.
I had never imagined that I would
become a Purple Martin landlord
and it all came about by serendipity.
About 10 years ago my wife, Kirsten
took up the colourful art of tole
painting and thinking that tole
painting could be applied to a Purple
Martin house, she bought such a
house only to realize that for Purple
Martins there is only one colour –
white. So the house stayed in the
basement for several years until I
figured out how to support a Purple
Martin house sitting at the end of a
twelve foot long pole when you only
have one foot of soil for support. The
answer is: you attached it to a

wooden pole anchored in the
underlying rock.
Our first house was a great success.
We soon had a colony of Purple
Martins that obviously enjoyed the
superb location right at the edge of
Lake Ontario and perhaps the
abundance of midgets in the spring
and early summer, for next year they
brought all their relatives and
friends; so we had a housing crisis
that only could be solved by
building another house. This pattern
has repeated itself so by now the
colony consists of 5 houses with a
total of 60 nesting spaces.
Our thriving Purple Martin colony
belies the fact that the population of
these birds for unknown reason is in
disastrous decline. In Ontario it has
decreased from about 25,000 in 2005
to approximately15,000 at present.
This has prompted a continental
wide study tracing the migration
patterns and habits of the birds that
involves several centres including a
collaborative effort between Nature
Canada, York University and
University of Manitoba. Kurt
Henninge, president of the Kingston
Field Naturalists and local contact
for the study was alerted to our
Purple Martin colony by Janet Scott
and other island residents.
I was pleased to accept Kurt’s
invitation to join the study as host of
a Purple Martin colony, and as a
result a team consisting of staff from
Nature Canada, York University and
Kingston
Field
Naturalists
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descended on us July 10 with the
purpose of placing transmitters on
some of the birds. The first step was
after dusk to cover up the openings
to the nests with cardboard so that
the birds would not escape. Early the
next morning, standing on tall
ladders to reach the bird house

four screws that hold the front of the
houses were removed, the fronts
gently slid to one side to uncover
one nest at a time so that the birds
could be removed. Only two year
old birds were selected for the study
because they have the greatest
chance of returning next year. The
birds were weighted, measured and
blood and feather samples were
removed. The blood samples will be
used for genetic studies, in particular
on genes controlling the circadian
rhythms responsible for the daily
variations in biological processes.
The feather samples will be analyzed
for isotopes that can be used to
delineate the geographical area
where the birds were when the
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feathers were formed. Finally the
birds were banded and outfitted
with a GPS (global positioning
system) device or a geolocator in the
form of a small backpack. Because of
limited battery power the GPS can
only be operated 10 times a year, but
they will enable the precise mapping
of the locations of the birds at the
time the signals are recorded. The
GPS are expensive and only a
limited number were available so a
geolocator was attached to the rest of
the birds. The geolocator will record
the light level in the surroundings at
specified times and this allows
determination of the approximate
location of the bird. An advantage of
geolocators is that it is possible to
obtain a large number of recordings,
so the migratory route can be
mapped. To retrieve the data from
the GPS devices and geolocators the
birds must be recaptured and the
device containing the recordings
retrieved.
Throughout this process the birds
were remarkably docile, but finally it
was time to set them free and I was
given the honour of releasing the
first tagged bird

During the day additional birds
were trapped by placing a flap next
to a nest opening of a bird house.
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The flap could be controlled by the
line on a fishing rod, so as soon as a
bird entered the nest a yank on the
rod closed the flap and trapped the
bird so that it subsequently could be
retrieved.

Thus I learned that you can also go
“fishing for birds”.
The whole process required a large
team to trap the birds, weighting and
measuring them, taking blood and
feather samples and placing the
tracking devices. As a result a total
of 14 birds were successfully tagged
and released, and soon the Purple
Martins were flying back and forth
to their houses as if nothing had
happened.
We bade farewell to our pleasant
and enthusiastic team

and we now await its return next
year so that the tracking devices can
be retrieved from the birds and the
accumulated data collected. Usually
about 50% of the monitors are
recovered.
The visit also gave me several ideas
for improving the design of my
houses that I can implement next
winter in preparation for next year’s
colony.
Purple Martins are delightful birds
to have around and I will be happy
to share my experience as Purple
Martin landlord with anyone
interested in hosting these birds.
They are dependent on Humans for
housing so you will do them a great
favour and help their survival by
putting up a Purple Martin house
and they in return will add much
enjoyment to your island life.
For further information on the
Purple Martin project you can
contact:
Megan Macintosh
Purple Martin Project Coordinator
Nature Canada
mmacintosh@naturecanada.ca
613=562-3447 ext. 234
Kurt Hennige
Local contact for Amherst and Wolfe
Island residents
khennige@xplornet.com
613-876-1804
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Nature Canada partners with KFN to Lead Purple Martin Project in
Eastern Ontario
Megan MacIntosh
There are many mysteries
surrounding the life history of the
Purple Martin (Prognesubis) that make
it a fascinating species to study. In case
you didn’t know, the Purple Martin is
part of a guild of species called aerial
insectivores that feed on flying insects.
Other
examples
include
swifts,
swallows, fly-catchers, nightjars, and
whip-poor-wills. Purple Martins breed
throughout North America and migrate
thousands of kilometers to their
overwintering
grounds
in
South
America. West of the Rocky Mountains
they nest predominately in natural
cavities. However, in the east they have
an intriguing dependence on humans as
they nest almost exclusively in
apartment-like bird houses provided by
their human ‘landlords’.
Unfortunately, the Purple Martin
and other aerial insectivores are
experiencing rapid and widespread
population declines, yet the exact cause
is unclear. Many culprits have been
suggested including environmental
threats along their migratory path and
at their wintering grounds, inability to
adapt to climate change, mortality due
to a decrease in food availability,
exposure to pesticides, and wind power
projects. Their population in Ontario
was estimated at 25,000 individuals in
the 2005 and is currently below 15,000.
We must work quickly to learn
more about the Purple Martin and
related species in order to help recover
their populations. For more than a
decade,
researchers
at
various
institutions across the Americas have
been conducting studies to discern the
cause of this startling decline. Dr. Kevin
Fraser’s lab (Avian Behaviour and

Conservation) at Manitoba University
has been using tracking technology to
collect information on the remarkable
migratory journey of the Purple Martin.
This work has evolved into an
international
effort
called
the
Hemisphere to Hemisphere (H2H)
Project with a long list of collaborators
in Canada and the United States. The
main goals are to determine important
migratory routes, connect declining
populations, and measure the flexibility
of migration behaviour to global
environmental change in order to assist
in the conservation of this species and
other declining aerial insectivores.
This year, the project was
brought to Eastern Ontario through the
organization of Nature Canada and
their partners. In addition to migratory
tracking, Nature Canada seeks to
determine post-breeding behaviour of
the birds as well as accomplish a
significant amount of public outreach
and engagement. We have been calling
this the Purple Martin Project.
The 2014 fieldwork for the Purple
Martin Project has already been
completed. Over the second week of
July, nearly 60 adult birds were fitted
with small tracking devices (GPS and
geolocators). Under their guidance
Patrick Kramer and Cassandra Silverio
(PhD Candidates at York University)
approximately a dozen volunteers
received training which included
banding, wing and leg measurements,
feather and blood samples, and fitting
the birds with tracking devices.
Our fieldwork took place at three
sites, all of which were encompassed
within an Important Bird Area (IBA).
IBAs are recognized globally for their
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significance to bird populations and
there are approximately 600 of these
sites across Canada. Our first site, the
Nepean Sailing Club in Ottawa is
located on a beautifully maintained
property next to the Ottawa River. With
the help of Kurt Hennige and KFN
volunteers, we also conducted work on
both Amherst Island and Wolfe Island
where we were treated to gorgeous
sunrises over Lake Ontario and great
hospitality from our hosts.
In Ottawa, we were joined by
local volunteers, our partners from the
Innis Point Bird Observatory (IPBO) and
the colony landlord, Peter Huszcz. Peter
custom built two large martin houses
which can be lowered for easy
maintenance and currently support a
colony of approximately 50 adult pairs.
Every year Peter and the IPBO hold
community events to band the nestlings.
Over the years they have noticed a
steady decline in the number of
nestlings which they are very concerned
about.
Our first day of work in Ottawa
was delayed by heavy rain, yet it was
the busiest of all our field sites. There
was also significant amount of media
attention, and visitations from curious
passersby. We set mass traps by
installing trap doors held up by fishing
line above the cavity entrance holes. The
traps were triggered by cutting the
fishing line once the birds were safely
settled in their cavities for the evening.
We returned at sunrise to conduct our
work with the captured birds and
despite delays, we managed to deploy
29 tracking devices.
On Amherst Island and Wolf
Island, the nestlings were quite a bit
older - some had already fledged! This
presented a bit of a challenge to
trapping the adult birds as they do not
often enter the cavity once the nestlings
are old enough to begin feeding at the
entrance holes. In addition, these martin
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houses could not be manually lowered,
so we had to be creative with our
methods. We used tall ladders (and tall
people) to sneak up on the houses at
night to trap the birds inside. At sunrise,
our team returned to find that we had
captured more adult birds than
expected, but still not enough to reach
our goal. So we remained onsite
throughout
the
afternoon
and
proceeded with target trapping with
some success.
An article was written in the
Kingston Whig-Standard about our
work on Amherst Island, and Nature
Canada also made an appearance on
CBC Ontario Morning. The story of our
work was also covered by CTV Ottawa,
CBC Ottawa, the Ottawa Citizen, the
Ottawa Metro, and was republished in
newspapers across the country. News
stories about this project have initiated a
wonderful
response
from
the
community. We are thrilled to see the
public so excited about Purple Martin
conservation and we absolutely love
hearing from you!
The second phase of fieldwork
took place in August on Wolfe Island.
We conducted a search for sites called
‘roosts’ where martins and other
swallows gather by the thousands
before they undergo fall migration.
Many roost locations are unknown or
unconfirmed due to the inaccessibility
of the marshland habitat where they
typically roost. These roosts are so large
that they often appear on the weather
radar and this information can be used
to help guide a roost-site search. Thus,
Patrick Kramer conducted a preparatory
analysis using radar data to locate the
approximate location of a roost on
Wolfe Island. KFN members had also
conducted an on-the-ground search
during previous years. Collectively,
these investigations indicated that the
best location for our search was the
Bayfield Bay area of Wolf Island.
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On the evening of Monday,
August 18, a group of six volunteers
divided into 3 teams stationed at
strategic locations along the bay and
began to scan the sky for birds
swarming at sunset. To our delight, we
observed many thousands of birds
circling over a marshy area. In a
seemingly choreographed procession,
they descended into the reeds until they
were all settled for the night. The entire
spectacle was complete within about 30
minutes. Our best estimate is that there
were
approximately
10,000
Tree
Swallows and 2,000 Purple Martins. We
returned again very early that morning
to allow the birds to further fascinate us
as they swarmed out of their roost just
before sunrise.
Since Purple Martins have such a
strong connection with humans, our
work is reliant on partnerships with
landlords, community members, and
local naturalists like you. Looking
forward, there are many ways to
become involved. We hope to continue
the project into 2015 with the
deployment of more tracking devices.
We will also require help monitoring
colonies in order to locate birds from the
previous year’s study and recover the
tracking devices. It is possible that these
martins may return to a different nearby
colony, so if you notice a bird you
believe may be involved with our study
please report back to us! Keep a lookout
for birds with legbands (one silver band
and one purple band with white letters),
and signs of a tracking device sticking
out of the feathers on the lower back.
If you’re a Purple Martin
Landlord, you’ve already made a
significant contribution towards the
conservation of this species by
providing crucial habitat. You can
support the Purple Martin Project by
granting us permission to work with the
Martins on your property. In the event a
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bird carrying a tracking device should
return to nest at your colony, we would
hope to capture that bird to recover the
device.
It is essential to insure that
martin houses are maintained in order
to insure the health of your colony.
Purple Martins require very specific
materials and construction for their
homes in order to comfortably raise
their young, keep safe from predators,
and protect themselves against extreme
weather conditions. When selecting a
Martin house and location, it is
important to keep these needs in mind.
The most highly recommended houses
for use in the Ontario region are T-14
(Troyer) wooden houses which are
adaptable
for
starling
resistant
entrances. Wooded houses are preferred
over aluminum due to low spring
temperature in Ontario. The ability to
lower these houses allows for easy
maintenance, monitoring, and nest
checks which prevent mortality and
significantly improves the success of the
colony. If your martin house can be
safely lowered you can report to us on
the conditions at your colony. We want
to know information such as dates of
arrival, departure, clutch initiation,
hatching, and fledging. Both the PMCA
and OPMA websites provide excellent
guidelines,
resources,
and
recommendations for caring for martins.
If you would like to know more
about how to become involved or have
any questions or comments, please feel
free to contact your local representative,
Kurt Hennige, or Megan MacIntosh, the
project coordinator at Nature Canada’s
office in Ottawa.
Contact information: Kurt Hennige
(khennige@xplornet.com, 613-876-1804),
Megan
MacIntosh
(mmacintosh@naturecanada.ca, 613-5623447 ext. 234).
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A New Species of Mantidfly (Mantispidae) for the Kingston
Region
Mike Burrell
Editors note: This article is a modified version of the web log published on 1
August 2014 at the Nomadic Naturalist (http://mikeburrell.blogspot.ca/) by the
author.
On 27 July 2014 I encountered a small,
plain-coloured
Mantidfly
(Order:
Neuroptera; Family: Mantispidae) on a
white cotton sheet that I had placed
below a black light. The black light had
been on the entire night previously for
the purpose of attracting nocturnal
moths. Having only seen a couple of
Mantidflies before, I carefully moved the
specimen to some vegetation where I
took several photos and a video
recording of it.

Figure 1: Dicromantispa sayi at Ida Hill,
Frontenac on 27 July 2014. Note the
unpatterned
wings
and
smooth
pronotum

Figure 2: Close-up of Dicromantispa
sayi at Ida Hill, Frontenac on 27 July
2014. Note the smooth pronotum.
As you can tell, I was pretty excited to
find this Mantidfly. In my experience
they are a rarely seen insect, but very
interesting to see. Not only are they
bizarre-looking and generally rare or
uncommon, they've got a pretty
interesting life history as well. I didn't
know much about them before so did
some research and came across an
excellent paper by Rob and Syd Cannings
(Cannings and Cannings 2006). The
information presented here is gathered
from this paper.
Like many insects, Mantidflies are at the
northern edge of their range in Canada
with only four species in all of the country
(all of which are found in Ontario). Only
one species, Climaciella brunnea (the "Wasp
Mantidfly"), is relatively widespread. The
Wasp Mantidfly is, you guessed it, a wasp
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mimic and is the only species I had seen
(twice) before in Ontario: one at Deloro,
Hastings County on 15 June 2008 and
another at Backus Woods, Norfolk County
on 3 July 2010 (Figure 3).

Figure 3. Wasp Mantidfly at Backus
Woods, Norfolk on 3 July 2010
The Wasp Mantidfly is not only the most
widespread species but the easiest to
identify. It's fairly large and its body is
striped brown and yellow similar to that
of many species of wasp. The other three
Canadian species look different from the
Wasp Mantidfly but are quite similar to
each other and require very good photos,
preferably showing close-ups of the
pronotum and the wings. This observation
is clearly one of the remaining three
species. On figure 2, the pronotum is
visibly smooth (lacks "numerous short
setae over its entire length") which means
it is one of the two Dicromantispa species.
The separation of those two species is
done by the presence/absence of dark
spots on the "wing tips and some cross
veins of radial cells", which this specimen
lacks. That puts the identification as
Dicromantispa sayi. This is exciting
because, according to the paper
referenced above, this would be a
(known) range extension for the species
in Ontario, which, based on examined
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specimens, was restricted to the north
shore of Lake Erie. Rob Cannings (pers.
comm.) advised that there was a recent
(2013) record from near Tweed, Hastings
County, so this recent record is not
entirely unexpected.
As mentioned earlier, Mantidflies have a
fascinating life history. Their raptorial
forearms give them away as predators as
adults (feeding on a variety of other
insects). As larvae, most develop in
spider egg sacs where they feed busily on
the individual spider eggs. In some
species the larvae actively search out
spider eggs sacs, but in others they board
adult spiders and enter the egg sac
during the construction phase. The eggs
are stalked, similar to these Green
Lacewing (Chrysopidae) eggs (Figure 4)

Figure 4: Green Lacewing eggs at
Heidelberg, Regional Municipality of
Waterloo, 12 August 2005
References:
Cannings, R.A. and S.G. Cannings. 2006.
The Mantispidae (Insecta: Neuroptera) of
Canada, with notes on morphology,
ecology, and distribution. Canadian
Entomologist 138: 531-544.
Bug guide Mantidfly (Mantispidae) page:
http://bugguide.net/node/view/4796
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eBird 201 : Tips and Tricks for Entering Data
Mike Burrell
Introduction
In eBird 101 we showed you the basics
for using eBird – how to register,
input a simple checklist, and some
basic ways to explore eBird data. In
eBird 201 we’ll build on the first
instalment to explore some of the tips
and tricks of making it easier to
submit your data to eBird.
Data entry tips
There are many ways you can make
entering your checklists easier and
faster. One of the most useful things
you can do is learn the different
Keyboard shortcuts. The following
all apply when you are filling in your
species list:

Figure 1: Keyboard shortcuts for data entry

If you try out these shortcuts you’ll
quickly get used to them and will be
able to enter your entire bird list
without having your hands leave the
keyboard. To give you an idea of how
it works, when you start your
checklist type your first species name
in the “jump to species” box. When
the species pops up, hit “Enter” and
you’ll be taken to the count box for
that species. Enter the count, then type
J and you’ll be taken back to the
“jump to species” box and you can
move to the next species. If you have
comments you want to type, just hit
“space” after you enter the count for
that species and then start typing. It

might not sound like much, but
keyboard shortcuts are very handy. If
you forget the shortcuts, you can click
the “shortcuts” button in the righthand margin to bring up the list as a
reminder.
Checklist preferences
Everyone has slightly different
preferences for how they do things
and how they like things to look and
eBird has many ways you can change
how the checklist looks and what
information shows up each time you
start a new checklist. Any changes
you make to any of these preferences
will automatically be saved for your
next checklist.
On figure 1 (above), you can see some
of these options:
Alphabetic/Taxonomic order. You
can toggle between listing the species
in taxonomic order or alphabetic
order by clicking this button. This is
really a personal choice, some people
prefer alphabetic, others taxonomic…
Show subspecies. Some people aren’t
satisfied with just reporting the
species, but want to also report the
subspecies they saw. No problem –
just toggle the “show subspecies”
checkbox on or off to display your
choices
(e.g.
Northern
Flicker
(Yellow-shafted)).
Group by most likely. This is a really
handy feature; especially if you are
submitting a checklist for a location
that has a fair number of checklists
already (works great for yards!). What
it does is looks at past eBird data for
that location at that time of year and
groups the species into three groups:
frequent (10% or more of the
checklists have the species on it),
infrequent (less than 10%), and not
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reported (0%). For example, on my
yard this works great because there
are lots of species that I’ll probably
never see that aren’t necessarily rare
elsewhere in the area, PLUS the ten or
so common species for my yard
always appear near the top of the list.
Give it a try!
More preferences. If you click the
“preferences”
button on your
checklist you will be given all sorts of
other preferences that you can adjust –
these are all quite self explanatory and
include what fields to show each time
you start a checklist, whether to show
common or scientific names (or both)
and what language the species names
should appear in (handy if you want
to learn your French bird names!).
Embedding photos, video, or audio
recordings
If you’re lucky, you’ll enter a record of
a rare species, or a high count. Great,
but now eBird will ask you to include
details along with your record. No
problem, you can write a description
of what you saw. But you can go one
better and embed photo, video or an
audio recording. Currently, eBird
doesn’t offer a way to directly upload
your photo/video/audio but instead
you’ll have to use a third party to host
the media and then refer back to that
third party (this will likely change in
the very near future). Depending on
what type of media you have, there
are different services that are
suggested.
Photos. If you have a photo you can
use a number of free photo sharing
websites. Flickr is one of the best, you
can get a free account with more space
then you should ever use up. Once
you have uploaded your photo to
Flickr (or any other site) you just need
to grab the “embed code”. In Flickr,
just navigate to the photo, click the
right facing arrow that is down and
right of the photo (see figure 2) and
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make sure you select “HTML” from
the code type. From here, specify the
photo size (medium is recommended)
and then select either “Embed” or
“HTML” at the bottom. “HTML” is
recommended since it is a little more
stable within eBird.

Figure 2: grabbing the link from Flickr

You can embed photos that appear
anywhere on the internet, as long as
you can get the direct URL of the
image. You can usually right-click (or
control-click) on an image and select
“copy image url”. Then, just paste the
image url into this code, replacing
“image url” :
<a href="website url"><img
src="image url"></a>

If you want to take the extra step,
include the website url as well, and it
will turn your photo into a link to the
website.
The final step of embedding your
photo is to take the code that you
copied/made (above) and paste it
into the species comments. You can
include written notes before and after
the code. Once you save/submit your
checklist it will transform your code
into the image.
Videos. Embedding video works the
same as it does for photos, except the
most commonly used repository is
YouTube.
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Figure 3: grabbing the link from YouTube

After you have uploaded your video
to YouTube, click the “Share” button
and then click the “Embed” option
(Figure 3). This will display a line of
HTML code that you can copy and
then paste into the species comments
field like you would do for a photo.
Audio. You can embed an audio
recording just like a photo or video.
For audio, the best place to upload
your recording is to Xeno-Canto
(which s an amazing resource on its
own that you should check out!).
You’ll need to register an account
(free) at http://www.xeno-canto.org/.
Once you have an account and have
uploaded an audio recording you can
click the “embed” button (Figure 4)
which will take you to another screen
with a couple options and present you
with the embed code that you can
copy and paste into your species
comments. This will embed a small
player that can be clicked on to hear
the recording.

Figure 4: grabbing the link from Xeno-Canto
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Editing a checklist
There are lots of situations where you
might want to edit an existing
checklist
Sharing
In eBird 101 we showed you how to
enter a basic checklist. Now, often
you’ll be out birding with one or
more other people and eBird offers
“checklist sharing” as a way to make
data entry easier and to make sure
records from several people out
together don’t all get entered as
duplicates. If you go out with others,
you can designate one person to be
the official list keeper. This works
great on large trips where one of the
trip leaders can get everyone’s eBird
username or email address at the start
of the outing. Once the checklist has
been submitted, it is just a matter of
using the share feature to share a
copy of the checklist with everyone
on the trip. Each person can then
make edits to their version of the
checklist (adding/removing species
or changing species counts to reflect
what they actually saw) and eBird
will create a master version of the
checklist that has the highest counts
for each species from all of the
different versions. The system then
uses the “master version” for
calculating stats, and knows that all of
the other versions are duplicates.
To share a checklist, navigate there (or
better yet, do it as soon as you have
submitted) and then click the “share
with others in your party” that will be
in the right hand margin to the right
of the date of the checklist. This will
bring up the checklist sharing menu
(Figure 5)
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Figure 5: The checklist sharing menu

On the checklist sharing menu you’ll
enter the username or email addresses
of each person in the “to” box. Note,
that if you have shared a checklist
with someone before, they’ll appear in
your list of contacts (on the right) in
alphabetical order – just click who you
were
with
and
eBird
will
automatically fill in the information in
the “to” box. Once you have filled in
the “to” box with all of the intended
recipients you can include a message
that will go along with the checklist
share. This message could be
anything, such as explaining which
event (e.g. “KFN outing to Prince
Edward Point”) the checklist was
from. Note that this last step is
optional, and recipients will be able to
view the checklist once it is shared.
Once you’re satisfied, just click the
green “Share Checklist” button and
you’re done.
Managing your contacts
It’s a good idea to manage your eBird
contacts once in a while, especially
after you have accumulated a fair
number of people in your contacts list.
To manage your contacts, either click
the “manage my contacts” link below
your list of contacts on the checklist
sharing menu (Figure 5) or else click
the “manage my contacts” link that is
found on the “My eBird” page near
the bottom right (under Account
Settings). You can also go directly
using
the
address
http://ebird.org/ebird/manage/cont
acts.
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On your contacts page you can delete
contacts or add new contacts and a
few other useful features. One of the
most useful features is to modify your
contacts so that those that you share
checklists with most frequently
appear at the top of the list (saves you
from scrolling through your contacts
list every time you are sharing a list).
To do this, you can change the “alias”
of a contact by clicking on it and
adding text. In your contacts list the
names appear in alphabetical order of
the alias, so adding an asterisk or two
should move someone up to the top
of the list. Notice in the list in Figure 5
how this has been applied. You can
change an alias temporarily (say, if
you were going on a weekend birding
trip with someone) and then change it
back.
Another useful feature of the contacts
page is to add people as “friends”.
What this means is that whenever a
friend shares a checklist with you it
will automatically be accepted into
your account, so you don’t have to do
the extra step of accepting the
checklist. You can still delete a
checklist if you realize you don’t want
a copy. Note that the automatic
acceptance of a checklist will only
work if your friend used your
username to share the checklist – if
they used your email address it will
not work.
Mobile data entry
If you have a smartphone that runs
iOS or Android OS you can purchase
the
Birdlog
app
(http://www.birdseyebirding.com/).
Birdlog comes in several different
versions that have different lists of
species available – the North
American version works perfectly
here, but you may want Birdlog
World if you do lots of travelling
outside of North America.
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Birdlog is an app that uses your
phone’s GPS to pinpoint your location
and optimizes data entry for a small
touchscreen (as opposed) to your
computer. Note that you can still enter
data using eBird.ca on your phone; it
will just take more effort to make all of
your selections.
Bulk Uploads
eBird offers a convenient way to
upload many records at a time using
one of two templates. These templates
are incredibly useful if you have
existing bird data you want to get into
eBird. People often find that if they
have old records all formatted in a
similar way it is easiest to enter them
into a spreadsheet first, then use the
bulk upload tool later to get those
records to eBird. If you have bird
records in any kind of digital format
(e.g. a spreadsheet or commercial bird
listing software) it is probably that the
data can be formatted in a few
minutes so they are suitable to upload
at the click of a button to eBird.
Bird data can be formatted in two
ways for builk upload to eBird,
“checklist format” and “record
format”.
Checklist format: Data following this
format has information from each
checklist (location/date) in a column
in the table (figure 6).
Record format: Data following this
format has information from each
individual species observation in a
row in the table (figure 7).
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Figure 6: an example of data formatted to eBird
Checklist format, ready for bulk upload

Figure 7: an example of data formatted to eBird
Record format, ready for bulk upload.

eBird has an excellent help page for
uploading data to eBird, so be sure to
read that for the full instructions:
http://help.ebird.org/customer/port
al/articles/973915-uploading-data-toebird
If you have bird data that you are
interested in uploading, Mike Burrell
is happy to help do most of the work for
you, just get in touch with him!
Wrap up
In this issue we’ve covered a few of the
more advanced uses of eBird as far as
getting information into your checklists.
In eBird 202 we’ll expand on the first two
instalments to learn more of the great
ways you can explore all of that
wonderful eBird data.
In the meantime if you have any questions
about using eBird don’t hesitate to contact
Mike
Burrell
(613-442-0020,
mike.burrell.on@gmail.com) or to come
to one of the eBird training sessions
before regular club meetings.
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Ramble to Jones Creek – September 2
Joe Bendeverage
Six naturalists gathered to explore a
protected area in the Thousand Islands
National Park, which is rich in
biodiversity and home to many species
at risk. Anne Robertson led this ramble
through meadow, forest, marsh, and
past ‘whale back’ rock outcroppings of a
half million years old.
There was a
great variety of colourful fungi to be
seen.
Upon entering the trail, we looked at
Dogwood and noted its opposite leaves
with veins curving toward the tip.
Grey Dogwood has grey outer bark, red
stems, white berries, and yellow inner
bark. We admired the pink and white
flowers of Bindweed sp.in the Morning
Glory family, and gingerly palpated
Tear-Thumb. Its spiny stem will tear
your skin if touched the wrong way.
A giant Cecropia Caterpillar was seen,
and perhaps a Cosmopepla lintnereana
bug. Bugs are identifiable by the way
their wings cross over in an X on their
backs. We also saw a Woolly Bear
Caterpillar, which turns into the Isabella
Moth.
We learned that different types of galls
invade Goldenrod. Insects may lay eggs
in the flowers or in the stem. In the
spring, their larvae tunnel out and
emerge. Birds, especially Downy
Woodpeckers, peck into the plant to eat
those larvae in winter.
We saw Boneset, which has opposite
composite leaves growing right across
the stem, and Joe-Pye Weed, another
aster-like plant of the daisy family; it
grows in damp areas. Giant Swallowtail
butterflies love to feed on it.
We saw Sedges, which have a strong
centre vein and three v-shaped leaves
forming a triangle, and Water Hemlock

which, in the same family (Umbelliferae,
or umbrella-like), looks like Wild
Parsnip; like Purple Loosestrife, it is
found in wet areas. We admired the
beautiful but poisonous May Apple.
When it has grown two leaves, it has
enough stored energy to produce
flowers. It grows in limestone and may
be at this location due to limestone used
to make the path in this naturally
granitic area.
In the forest, we learned to tell the age of
evergreens by counting each whorl of
branches as one year of growth, and that
some species grow more slowly than
others. We looked at a White Pine of at
least twenty years, and a Red Oak
seedling, which has very narrow points
on the leaves. White Oak acorn has a
more elongated shape than Red Oak
acorn.
Sugar Maple is identifiable by the U in
the main section of the leaf, while Silver
Maple is identifiable by a V. MapleLeaved Viburnum has opposite leaves
that look similar to young Maple, but is
a shrub with black berries and leaves
which turn bright pink in the fall. One
way to identify trees is to look at their
mature bark, and by examining the
needles / leaves. We saw Indian Pipe, a
saprophytic flower which is all white,
having no chlorophyll. It grows in
decaying material, which it uses for
food, rather than by photosynthesising.
The bowl of the pipe points downward
until the plant has been pollinated, after
which it points upward, which is how it
is seen in winter. We identified a tiny
mushroom called Marasmias capilliaris,
as well as foliose lichen and Coral
fungus, which looks like sea coral.
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Passing by a ‘whale back’, a giant
smooth-topped granite outcrop, we
could see that climbers had scraped the
moss off it as they climbed. Rock Tripe
(Umbilicaria mammulata) was also
growing on it. A large lichen, it is
rubbery and green when water is
present (when it can photosynthesise),
but grey when dry. Edible, it can be
used as a thickener in stews.
We saw Rock Polypody, a many-footed
fern that grows in rocky areas. It has
spores on the back of the frond and
spreads by sending out runners. Also
present was Bracken Fern; its branches
divide into three and grow in deeper,
fertile soils. It is poisonous to animals.
We looked at Cleavers (Galium
aparine), and Club Moss (Lychopodium
sp.), a vascular plant in the fern family,
with a yellow fruiting body that grows
at the tip. We saw Wintergreen, and
Partridgeberry,
which
looks
like
Wintergreen, but has a white stripe
across its leaf. Its presence indicates a
slightly acid soil. Grouse love to eat its
berries, which turn red when ripe.
Boiled-down juice from the leaves of the
bright orange Jewelweed is an antidote
to Poison Ivy. When ripe, its elongated
seed capsule springs out suddenly on
contact, causing the seeds to disperse.
Jewelweed likes damp areas, and deer
love to eat Jewelweed.
Horsetail stabilizes soil because its
runners spread underground. It makes
a
pretty
addition
to
flower
arrangements and, because it contains
silica, is excellent for making natural pot
scrubbers. We also looked at White
Lettuce, a type of wild lettuce which has
a triangular leaf. It is a member of the
composite or daisy family (Asteraceae).
Of the many species of fungi seen we
identified Dead Man’s Fingers, which
looks like black fingers growing out of
the ground. We also spotted a yellow
and red mushroom with a network of
little pores rather than gills, likely
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Painted Bolete (Suillus spraguei) or Ash
Bolete (Gyrodon).
Ash trees were
present close by.
Upon leaving the forest, we followed
the Heron Trail towards the Boardwalk
and creek and saw Pointed-leaved Ticktrefoil, which has moon-shaped seeds
with hooks for attachment.
We also
saw the tiny Path Rush, so called
because, unlike many plants, it can
survive being trampled upon.
There
was a profusion of Elderberries, which
can be eaten raw in small quantities.
We noted Sapsucker holes on a
Hemlock, a tree identifiable by its short
needles and the characteristic way that
the leader (top shoot) leans over. When
the sap runs in the spring, Sapsuckers
make a series of horizontal holes in the
trunk to feed on it, Insects collect on the
bark to feed on the sap. Early
Hummingbirds may feed on both sap
and insects.
As we proceeded across the creek on a
floating boardwalk, we saw Wild Rice.
When it’s ripe, it can be shaken over a
canoe to collect the seeds. We also
looked at Bur Marigold; its seed has
three little hooked spines, which help in
its dispersal. Willow Herb was seen
along the marsh, as well as Water or
Swamp Smartweed, with a compact
rose-coloured flower and a little sheath
by each node. We looked at Marsh
Cinquefoil; Marsh Fern, which has a
spiralling leaf; and the red fruiting
heads of Marsh St. John’s Wort. We
noticed Duckweed; one species is red
underneath and has many roots, one is
green with only two roots on the
underside.
White Water Lily, and
Frogbit, with tiny, lily-like leaves, an
invasive species, was also observed, and
possibly Volvox, a multicellular green
alga.
We stopped for lunch at a lookout
overlooking
Jones
Creek,
which
afforded a good view of the ‘knobs’
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(granite outcrops) and ‘flats’ (lowlands)
the area is known for.
Resuming our walk on the Heron trail,
we came upon a bright yellow
mushroom, likely an Amanita species,
which are often poisonous. We listened
to the cries of a Pileated Woodpecker,
while admiring Bear’s Tooth (Hericeum
americanum), a fungus with spikes
sticking downwards like teeth. Anne
pointed out a rare Pitch Pine; it has
unusually rough bark and three needles
in a bunch. Pitch Pine needles can grow
directly from the stem (as do Eucalyptus
leaves), which means that it can regrow
after a forest fire.
We also saw
Bunchberry, which has four leaves and a
white flower in spring; it indicates acid
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soil. We examined a Beech tree and
looked at the base of it for Beechdrops, a
parasitic plant that feeds on the roots of
the Beech tree. Being parasitic, it has no
chlorophyll.
The last section of trail yielded examples
of Bloodroot, Blackberry, Poison Ivy
(with its leaves of three), Black Cherry,
and Shagbark Hickory nuts.
There were few birds to be seen on such
a hot day, but we did notice a Whitebreasted Nuthatch and a Turkey
Vulture. We heard Blue Jays and Tree
Frogs along the way.
This was a very enjoyable ramble in a
delightfully diverse conservation area.
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Butterfly/ Dragonfly Field Trip Report
Carol Seymour
Although this walk led by John Poland,
and Carol & Murray Seymour was
salted with numerous misdirections, I
must say that it ended up being a field
trip full of interesting sightings and new
discoveries.
The walk was scheduled for
August 23rd but due to cloudy skies was
re-scheduled for the next day, August
24th, a sunny warm day. We were meant
to meet at Hwy. 38 and 401 but instead
along with the leaders, seven people
met at John's home in Kingston.
Originally, our destination for the day
had been the 2nd Depot Lakes
Conservation Area but after a brief
discussion, we decided our chances of
sighting lepidoptera and odonata would
be increased by staying south of the 401.
So our field trip began at the Bayview
Bog (Lost Lake), and after lunch next to
Lake Ontario, continued along some of
the trails in Parrot's Bay Conservation
Area.
Though John tried his best to
keep the group focused on butterflies
and dragonflies, this was a day filled
with flying and skittering insects of
various kinds. People were not to be
hurried away from these curious
diversions. We found six different
species of caterpillar (actually only five more about that later), the first being a
Dark Marathyssa moth caterpillar
(Marathyssa inficta), a fat green species
with two pale yellow stripes along its
back. The second was the caterpillar of
our once rare, now common butterfly,

the Giant Swallowtail appearing much
like a small bit of bird faeces (very
confusing to its numerous predators) on
the leaf of its favourite food plant,
Prickly Ash. The third was a caterpillar
which was not a caterpillar at all. The
Dogwood Sawfly larvae (Macremphytus
testaceus) looks like a hairless white
caterpillar (in its earliest instars) with
five or more pairs of abdominal prolegs
compared to a true caterpillar with four
or less. Their prolegs lack the hooks of a
true caterpillar and they have two
single eyes instead of groups of ocelli.
We observed these larvae in various
instars, in which they shed their skin as
they grow. In the photo you will notice
that the largest instar is no longer white,
but yellow and black. We have been
seeing these larvae on most of our
walks, lately; this appears to be the year
for Dogwood Sawflies. The third true
caterpillar is one I'm sure many of you
have seen on your walks, the Milkweed
Tussock Moth caterpillar (Euchaetes egle).
They are many in number and with its
yellow and black punk hairdo, easily
identified. The last two are also familiar
to most of us, a Monarch and a Black
Swallowtail caterpillar, though with
different patterns, both painted in
brilliant yellow, black and white.
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Dark Marathyssa

Milkweed Tussock Moth

Giant Swallowtail caterpillar
Dogwood Sawfly
At one point in the walk John and
I, focused on hunting for butterflies and
dragonflies, stopped for a moment to
wait for the others who were
momentarily out of sight. John turned
and searched for the missing KFNers.
He asked me,” So where is everyone?
Do you think they're looking at
butterflies?”
I answered, as sincerely as I
could, “Of course they are, John.” At
that very moment, in a grassy patch
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filled with goldenrod and milkweed
further back along the trail discoveries
were being made. To list a few: Leaffooted Bug (Acanthocephala terminalis)
along with wrinkled nymphs of the
same species, a Shield-back Bug nymph
(family Scutelleridae), dressed to kill in an
off the shield orange and black cape
with green and white stripes below, an
orange and black patched
Swamp
Milkweed Leaf Beetle (Labidomera
clivicollis) and a group of Treehoppers
(Pubilia sp.) of various ages from dusty
old adults to shiny brown and white
nymphs, and a beautiful little insect
almost missed due to its leaf-like
appearance, a Planthopper (Acanalonia
conica).
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Swamp Milkweed Leaf Beetle

Tree-hoppers

Leaf Footed Bug
Shield-back Bug
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Northern Walkingstick

Leaf-footed Bug Nymph
Once the others caught up to us,
someone noticed that a Northern
Walking Stick (Diapheromera femorata)
was quickly making its way up John's
arm towards his hair. After we all
watched it almost disappearing under
said hair, someone removed it to a more
appropriate spot on a plant. As we
walked along a grassy trail in a field
towards the road leading to the parking
lot and our cars, someone called our
attention to a huge winged insect on the
trail. Some said it was a cicada, myself
and one other said it was a Horsefly
(Tabanus trimaculatus). I had seen one
earlier on another walk. I couldn't
convince the gainsayers otherwise until
a few feet later we spotted a lovely
green and black Swamp Cicada (Tibicen
chloromera). Ah, vindication!

Swamp Cicada

Horse Fly
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This was the end of our walk and we
returned to our cars, most of us making
our way first to John's lovely Butterfly
Garden behind the Community Centre
70 on Days Rd., then back to his
backyard for a refreshing cup of tea. Oh,
and by-the-way, we saw a very
creditable 18 butterflies and 8
dragonflies. See list below:

Butterflies
Eastern-tailed Blue
Summer Azure
Common Wood Nymph
Giant Swallowtail
Black Swallowtail
Great Spangled Fritillary
Monarch
Viceroy
Leonard's Skipper
Dun Skipper
Least Skipper
Northern Crescent
Red Admiral
White Admiral
Clouded Sulphur
Cabbage White
Common Ringlet
Question Mark

Dragonflies
Canada Darner
Eastern Pondhawk
Whitefaced Meadowhawk
Autumn Meadowhawk
Familiar Bluet
Violet Dancer
Spotted Spreadwing
Eastern Forkail
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Bird Nerd Bonus
James Barber

1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the name of this species?
What does this birds call sound like?
What habitat does this species prefer?
Where is the best place and time of year to look for this bird in the Kingston
area?

