
Minutes of the General Meeting of the Kingston Field Naturalists held January 21, 2016, Queen’s U., 

7:30 p.m. 

Opening Remarks 

Kurt Hennige welcomed everyone to the Meeting. 

 

Review of Minutes:   Motion was made by Martin Roncetti  to accept the December Minutes, seconded 

by Polly Aitken; carried.  No corrections were made. 

New Business 

Amherst Island Windmills Tribunal   Erwin Batalla reported that there has been no action since 

December.   KFN had a presenter at the last session. 

Windmill proposals.   Using digital overhead projection, Chris Hargreaves  showed a map of the 

proposed wind farms in the region and gave an update on various sites that are of concern. 

Snowy Owl Tracking Project.   Mike Burrell brought Members’ attention to a project tracking the 

movements of a snowy owl that is outfitted with a transmitter.  Information is posted on the internet at 

projectsnowstorm.org showing a  map of the bird’s travels. 

Great Backyard Bird Count.   Mike reminded Membership that the Great Backyard Bird Count is coming 

up on February 12, 2016, information can be found on the web at www.birdsource.org/gbbc/whycount.  

Mike encouraged Members to participate. 

Documentary:   The Messenger.  Mike Burrell told Members about a documentary featured in the 

Kingston Canadian Film Festival on February 27 and 28, 2016 called “The Messenger”, and encouraged 

Members to go see it. 

Upcoming Field Trips.   Kurt reminded Members of the field trip to Parrott’s Bay and a Ramble to Little 

Long Lake Rd. and encouraged Members to keep checking their newsletter for upcoming events. 

Nominating Committee.  Kurt reminded everyone that Gaye Beckwith, Polly Aitken and Peter Good are 

on the Nominating Committee and encouraged Members who are interested to bring forward 

nominations or show personal interest in positions on the Executive. 

Members’ Observations 

Jackie Bartnik reported that swans and eagles have been seen off Cartwright’s Point. 

Maureen Addis   observed a yellow breasted chat at Sydenham St. near McBurney Park. 

Erwin Batalla told of a flock of about 2100 redhead ducks on the water near Lake Ontario Park. 

http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/whycount
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Rose-Marie Burke told of being awakened by animal’s screams, and upon turning on an outside light saw 

that a barred owl had hold of a rabbit under the back of her pickup truck.  The light startled both owl 

and rabbit, and though the rabbit lay prone for a few seconds it came to life and jumped up twice, 

banging the owl’s head against the bumper, enabling the rabbit to escape.  The owl staggered around 

for a bit and then flew away hungry.  Rose-Marie also had a pair of redwing blackbirds at her feeders, 

and an active skunk that has made its presence known in the neighbourhood  with strong odors.  All 

sightings were in Glenburnie. 

Martin Ronsetti told of a big influx of robins in Waterloo Village 

Kurt Hennige saw 5 greater fronted geese at Bath 

Speaker 

Mike Burrell introduced the Speaker whose talk was entitled “The Once and Future Great Lakes 

Country”.  Alexandra Simmons thanked the Speaker. 

Kurt thanked Anthony Caduc for having arranged the refreshments. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.; there were approximately 81 people in attendance. 
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Minutes of the General Meeting of the Kingston Field Naturalists 
held February 17, 2016, Queen’s University, 7:30 p.m. 

1. Opening Remarks 
Kurt welcomed everybody to the February meeting. He hoped that we have all 
survived the freezing temperatures and heavy snow experienced over the past 
week. 
 

2. Acceptance of Minutes of General Meeting for January 21, 2016 
The minutes are posted on the KFN website.  Kurt asked for any  corrections or 
additions. There were none.  

Motion 

Moved by Anne Robertson, seconded by Peter Good  that the minutes be accepted. 

Carried 
 

3. Update on Local Environmental Review Tribunals (ERT’s) 
Chris  Hargreaves listed 3 ERT’s currently underway in the Kingston Area i.e. White 
Pines, Ostrander Point and Amherst Island. Last month both White Pines and 
Ostrander Point hearings adjourned awaiting the tribunal’s decisions. Amherst 
Island has bogged down with approximately 30 witnesses yet to be heard. Chris will 
give a further update at the March general meeting. 
 

4. Re-printing of Birds of the Kingston Region 
Birds of the Kingston Region by Ron Weir, was first published by KFN in 1989. It was 
updated in a second edition published  in 2008. Erwin Batalla explained that copies 
have almost run out. The Ontario Field Ornithologists (OFO) will be meeting in 
Kingston in September and it is expected that they will buy several copies of the 
book. Erwin proposed that 200 additional copies be printed at a cost of less than 
$4,000.  
 
Motion 
 
Moved by Erwin Batalla, seconded by Larry McCurdy, that 200 copies of the 2nd edition 
of “Birds of the Kingston Region” by Ron Weir, be re-printed at a cost of no more than 
$4,000. 
        Carried 

5. Nominating Committee 
Past President, Gaye Beckwith reminded members that a Nominating Committee 
consisting of himself as Chair with Polly Aitkin and Peter Good as members is 
currently seeking nominations for the KFN executive.  Positions on the executive are 
listed on the inside cover of the Blue Bill. Anybody interested in serving or wishing 
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to nominate a person should bring it to the attention of a Nominating Committee 
member. 
 

6. Upcoming Field Trips and Rambles 
Kurt listed Field Trips and Rambles planned over the next month and encouraged 
members to attend. Numbers of members attending Field Trips has been dropping 
over the past 3 years. Gaye Beckwith chairs a participation committee and would 
like to hear your ideas for improving these events.  
 

7. Members Observations 
 
-Steve Manders had a robin singing near his home at Strathcona Park 
yesterday 
-Erwin Batalla reported that the Peregrine Falcons have returned to their 
roost on the antennae at Princess Towers and are regularly seen. 
- A long term member has had a Flicker visiting her suet feeder all winter. 
-Lynn Bell reported seeing Horned Larks on Wolfe Island 
-Shirley Baird reported observing a Merlin eating a Starling. 
- Kevin Bleeks saw a Red Bellied Woodpecker near the Ravensview 
Treatment Plant. 
 

8. Featured Speaker 
Alexandra Simmons introduced guest speaker, Sharon David, who gave an 
interesting and extensive talk on Catering to Birds in All Seasons.  She was thanked 
by Erwin Batalla. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:10 pm. Approximately 52 members attended. 

 
 



 1 

Minutes of the General Meeting of the Kingston Field Naturalists 
held March 17, 2016, Queen’s University, 7:30 p.m. 

1. Opening Remarks 
Kurt welcomed everybody to the March meeting and wished us a happy St. Patrick’s 
Day.  He thanked Shirley French for providing refreshments before the meeting. 
 

2. Acceptance of Minutes of General Meeting for February 17, 2016 
The minutes are posted on the KFN website.  Kurt asked for any corrections or 
additions. There were none.  

Motion 

Moved by Anne Robertson, seconded by Chris Hargreaves that the minutes be accepted. 

Carried 
 

3. Nominating Committee 
Gaye Beckwith is Chair of the nominating committee with Polly Aiken and Peter 
Good as members. A new slate of officers will be introduced at the April AGM. Gaye 
asked those who would like to nominate a member or who would like to volunteer 
to let one of the committee members know. Nominations will also be taken from the 
floor at the AGM. 
 

4. Annual Dinner 
Members were reminded that tickets are available for the annual dinner to be held 
May 19 at the Cataraqui Golf and Country Club. Tickets can be purchased from Polly 
Aiken or Janet Elliott. 
 

5. KFLA Land Conservancy AGM 
Paul Mackenzie reminded members that the KFLA (Kingston, Frontenac, Lennox and 
Addington) Land Conservancy AGM will be held at Ongwanada at 6:45 April 13. The 
Land Conservancy was established through the KFN when it was realized that land 
acquisition and management was more work than KFN could manage. Present KFN 
properties are well managed but offers of new donations are forwarded to KFLA. A 
number of KFN executive members also serve on the board of the KFLA Land 
Conservancy and KFN members have been strong supporters. 
 
Paul thanked Kurt for assisting four students from Fleming College using his 
research on grassland birds. Those students will speak at the Land Conservancy 
AGM on the management of grassland habitat on one of our properties. Kurt will 
present his research at the March KFN meeting. 
 

6. Nature Canada Campaign to Keep Cats Indoors 
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Kurt referred member to the Nature Canada website and their campaign to 
encourage people to keep cats indoors. Cats have a huge impact on bird populations. 
By confining them, owners can enhance bird survival and at the same time keep 
their pets safe. 
 

 
7. Field Trips 

Kurt provided a summary of upcoming Field Trips and Rambles, which are listed on 
the KFN Website.  
 

8. White Pines Wind Tower Project 
Chris Hargreaves provided an update on the Environmental Review Tribunal. The 
Tribunal has determined that the proposed project is a hazard to endangered 
Blandings Turtles and Little Brown Bats. This decision was appealed by the 
developer, who is proceeding to clear the site in advance of the appeal decision. 
White Pines has applied for a stop work order. 
 

9. Member’s Observations 
-Mark Read gave an account of finding 8 Great White Fronted Geese in a flock of 
Canada Geese on Wolfe Island near the 5th line on March 10. The next day, many 
birders  travelled to see the GWF Geese which were still there.  While on Wolfe 
Island, Paul Mackenzie, Erwin Batalla and Dale Dilamarter examined a flock at 
Horne’s ferry and found an unusual goose.  Mark was called and identified it as a 
Bean Goose. This is a first record for this species in Ontario. Bean Geese are usually 
found in Europe.  
 
-Ken Edwards remarked that there have been more Great White Fronted and Snow 
Geese seen this season than usual. The migration appears to be at least 2 weeks 
early. 
 
- Ken Robinson saw a Peregrine Falcon at the entrance to the Thousand Island 
Bridge while birding with the North Leeds Birders on March 16. 
 
-A man saw a European Sparrow on the Bruce Peninsula 
 
-Janet and Bruce Elliott had a pair of pigeon wings drop in front of them out of a tree 
near Queens University.  They could not see what had captured the pigeon. 
 
-A man witnessed a Yellow Bellied Sapsucker on Feb 19. The bird stayed for 2 – 3 
hours  
 
-Erwin Batalla reported that the Peregrine Falcon is still being seen at Princess 
Towers and has been exhibiting courting behavior. Kurt asked if anybody has seen a 
reported nest on the east side of the building. 
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-Jackie Bartnik has seen Song Sparrows, Red Wing Blackbirds and a River Otter near 
her home on the Cataraqui River. 
 
-Kurt received a request from a man who wants to film a documentary about foxes. 
He asks if anybody knows of a fox den where he could work. He will treat the foxes  
with respect. 
 
 

10. Featured Speaker 
Mike Burrell introduced speaker Stuart Mackenzie from Bird Studies Canada who 
presented an interesting talk on The Motus Wildlife Tracking System – A 
Hemispheric Monitoring Network for Migratory Animals. 
 
He was thanked by Mark Read who presented him with a copy of Birds of the 
Kingston Region. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9 pm. There were approximately 50 people in attendance. 
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Minutes of the General Meeting of the Kingston Field Naturalists 
held April 21, 2016, Queen’s University, 7:30 p.m. 

1. Opening Remarks 
Kurt welcomed everybody to the Annual General Meeting. He has served 2 years as 
KFN President and looks forward to working with the new President and Executive 
as Past President. 
 

2. Acceptance of Minutes of General Meeting for March 17, 2016 
The minutes are posted on the KFN website.  Kurt asked for any corrections or 
additions. There were none.  

Motion 

Moved by Janet Elliott, seconded by Ken Robinson that the minutes be accepted. 

Carried 
 

3. Motion To Re-Allocate NCC Donation 
In 2012 NCC (Nature Conservancy of Canada) asked KFN for financial support to 
purchase the Langsford Property as part of its initiative to protect large areas of 
habitat in the Frontenac Arch.  KFN contributed a total of $5,000, $500 from the 
executive and $4,500 from the membership. The deal hinged on severing a house 
from the main Langsford property but permission was refused by the Township. 
This cancelled the purchase.  NCC now requests that the $4,500 be switched to the 
purchase of another property (Worton & Armstrong) located in the same area along 
the shore of Loughborough Lake. 
 
Motion 
 
Moved by Erwin Batalla, seconded by Larry McCurdy that NCC be allowed to redirect 
KFN’s donation of $4,500 from the purchase of the Langsford property toward the 
purchase of the Worton and Armstrong property. 
 
Carried  
 

4. Annual General Meeting 
 

a) Treasurer’s Report (please see documents in September 2016 Blue Bill) 
The annual report covers FY 2015/16 and will be audited by Kevin Bleeks and Jane 
Revell. Larry thanked Kevin and Jane for auditing the 2014/15 report.  
Larry reported on: 

1) Financial Performance for 2015/16 
2) Balance Sheet 
3) Budget for approval for 2016/17 
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Motion: 
 
Moved by Jacqueline Bartnik, seconded by Sharon David that the proposed 
budget for 2016/17 be accepted. 
 
Carried 
 

b) President’s Report (please see detailed executive reports in the August 
2016 Blue Bill) 
Kurt gave a brief outline of the highlights for 2015/16.  
-The outgoing executive was thanked for their contributions with particular 
thanks to Larry McCurdy for his work as Treasurer.  
-Anne Robertson was thanked for her ongoing work with the Juniors and 
Teens, Rambles and the Bioblitz.  
-Mark Read has done an excellent job with the Education Program.   
-The fight to keep wind turbines off Amherst Island has been an on-going 
concern for Chris Hargreaves and the Conservation Committee this year and 
is now in court. KFN has done what it could to help.  
-Mike Burrell has moved to Peterborough but is continuing to help with our 
website. 
-Ken Robinson, our outgoing Ontario Nature representative, was thanked for 
setting up and running the fall Eastern Regional meeting of Ontario Nature at 
Elbow Lake. 
 

c) Nominating Committee Report 
Gaye Beckwith thanked fellow members of the Nominating Committee, Polly 
Aiken and Peter Good for their assistance.  The new slate of officers was 
presented. 
 
Motion: 
 
Moved by Janet Scott, Seconded by Mike Evans that the newly nominated 
executive be accepted. 
 
Carried 

 
5. Members Observations 

-Paul Mackenzie saw a Loggerhead Shrike at Newburgh today (April 21). 
-Mike Evans has a swan on Collins Creek at Unity Rd. He has never seen one 
there before. 
-Ken Robinson reported that the North Leeds Birders saw Yellow Rumped 
and Pine Warblers north of Portland on April 20. 
-Lyn Bell reported seeing the Peregrine Falcons on the Princess Towers 
Building earlier in the spring but they are no longer there. It is thought that 
their attempt to nest has failed. 
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-Elaine Davies reported swans nesting close to the road at Codes Corners on 
Highway 15. 
-Gaye Beckwith was able to videotape a Red Tailed Hawk eating a rabbit on a 
private lawn. 
-Janis Grant saw over 50 Bohemian Waxwings while Birding with the North 
Leeds Birders at Portland April 20. 
 

6. Features Speaker 
 
Kurt Hennige gave an interesting presentation on his 4 years research on 
Habitat Population Size and Breeding Success of Bobolink and Eastern 
Meadowlark in Various Habitats .   
 
Kurt’s report will be posted to the KFN website. 
 
Kurt was thanked by Alexandra Simmons, incoming President, for his hard 
work and contribution to KFN as President for the past 2 years. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm.  There were approximately 45 people in 
attendance 
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Minutes of the General Meeting of the Kingston Field Naturalists 
held September 15, 2016, Queen’s University, 7:30 p.m. 

1. Opening Remarks 
Alexandra welcomed everyone to the September meeting and thanked Mike and Liz 
Evans for providing food and beverages prior to the meeting.  A sign-up sheet was 
circulated for volunteers to bring treats to meetings from October 2016 to 
September 2017. Four new KFN members were introduced and welcomed. 

2. Acceptance of Minutes of General Meeting for April 21, 2016 
The minutes are posted on the KFN website.  Janis asked for any corrections or 
additions. There were none.  

Motion 

Moved by Larry McCurdy, seconded by Janet Elliott that the minutes be accepted. 

Carried 
3. Members Observations 

-Alexandra Simmons congratulated Lynn Bell as the overall winner of the CRCA 
photo contest for his picture of a Hawk Moth on a thistle.  Another KFN member, 
Barry Hanna won in the winter scene category of the contest. 
-Lynn Bell has observed 2 nesting sites for Peregrine Falcons in Kingston, the usual 
one on Princess Towers and a new site in City Park.  
-Mike Evans has a female Red Bellied Woodpecker in a tree at his home pecking 
apples. 
- Ken Robinson was birding with the North Leeds Birders at Presqu’ile on 
Wednesday. A Peregrine Falcon was seen from the boardwalk and a Short Billed 
Dowitcher on the beach among other shore birds. Jim Thompson, an NLB member, 
had 2 Red Headed Woodpeckers at his home near Gananoque for 3 weeks in late 
August and early September. 
-Kurt Hennige is aware of a 3rd pair of nesting Peregrine Falcons at Charleston Lake 
on land recently bought by the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC). 
-Nancy Spencer observed a Whip-poor-will at Presqu’ile  the end of August. 
-Carol Seymour saw a small colony of Azur Bluet Damselflies on the K&P Trail 
between Sydenham and McIvor Roads. 
-Gaye Beckwith observed a full grown beaver at a tiny backyard pond on his 
property September 11. It remained there for a day. 
-Carol Seymour observed 3 Harvester Butterflies on the Rideau Trail near Bath 
Road. 
-Alexandra Simmons mentioned that the CRCA is rationalizing trails 2 & 4 at 
Lemoine Point at the north end near the marina. Further information is available on 
the CRCA website. 

4. Amherst Island Wind Turbine Environmental Review Tribunal 
Alexandra reviewed the results of the Tribunal. KFN provided expert witness Bill 
Evans who addressed the effect of proposed wind turbines on migratory birds. Kurt 
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Hennige, Erwin Batalla and Chris Hargreaves gathered and provided information on 
possible effects to endangered Bobolinks. The decision was released August 3. The 
appeal was dismissed.  
Despite this disappointment, APAI (Association to Protect Amherst Island) is 
proceeding with 3 new appeals including a judicial review, a direct appeal to the 
provincial Environment Minister and an appeal to the federal Minister of the 
Environment on the cumulative effect to migratory birds of multiple wind projects 
on Lake Ontario. 

5. Field Trips 
Members are asked to check the Newsletter for upcoming field trips. KFN 
encourages members to attend and to suggest new Field Trip locations.  

6. OFO Annual Convention 
It has been 14 years since the Ontario Field Ornithologists have met in Kingston. 
This year their convention takes place at the Ambassador Hotel September 23-25 
with field trips to local birding hot spots over the 3 days. Mike Burrell is organizing 
the event and has called on KFN members to be group leaders.  

7. NCC Property Cleanup 
NCC has acquired a new property near the village of Battersea on Milburn Creek. 
There will be a work party there to clean the property between 10 – 2 pm, Friday, 
September 30. This property is on both Canadian Shield and limestone and features 
characteristics of both. 

8. NCC Local Land Acquisition Presentation 
Mark Stabb, NCC Program Director for Central Ontario, made a short presentation 
regarding efforts to raise funds toward the purchase of the Powell East Property, 
which is adjacent to NCC’s Scheck Nature Reserve near Newburg. This acquisition 
will expand to 223 acres conservation land containing rare alvar grassland habitat 
important to several species at risk, including the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike and 
Eastern Whip-poor-will. KFN assisted with previous land purchases in the area. 
Alexandra explained that the KFN executive had discussed the purchase.  
Treasurer, Larry McCurdy explained that there are sufficient funds available within 
the Habitat Preservation Fund to assist with the purchase.  
 
Motion: 
 
Moved by Larry McCurdy, seconded by Erwin Batalla that: 
Kingston Field Naturalists donate $5,000 from the Habitat Preservation Fund to the 
NCC to assist with the purchase of the 223 acre Powell Property adjacent to the Scheck 
Nature Reserve. 
 
During discussion, Mike Evans requested that the vote be delayed until the 
membership had been advised. This was agreed and Larry McCurdy proposed the 
following: 
 
Notice of Motion: 
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That KFN donate $5,000 from the Habitat Preservation Fund for the purchase of the 
Powell Property. 
 
This notice will be posted in the October Newsletter for member’s consideration. 
The item is tabled until the general meeting to be held October 20. Alexandra 
thanked Mark for attending the meeting. 
 
 

 
9. Featured Speakers 

Chris Hargreaves introduced 3 speakers; Catherine Dale, Amanda Tracey and 
Sarah Wallace who gave an integrated talk entitled: 

 
The Truth About Stories: Adventures from the Field 
 
Members who have stories to share are encouraged to post them on their blog, 
Dispatches from the Field (www.dispatchesfromthefield1.wordpress.com). 
 
The speakers were thanked by Alexandra Simmons. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:15 pm. There were 56 members in attendance. 
 

 

http://www.dispatchesfromthefield1.wordpress.com/
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Minutes of the General Meeting of the Kingston Field Naturalists 
held October 20, 2016, Queen’s University, 7:30 p.m. 

1. Opening Remarks 
Alexandra welcomed everyone to the October meeting. She reviewed the posted 
agenda and asked for any additional items.  There were none. 
 

2. Member’s Observations 
-Maureen Sly found a rare Autumn Coral Root while hiking near Little Salmon Lake, 
Frontenac Provincial Park. 
-Jackie Bartnik saw a Turkey Vulture being attacked by Crows at Kingston Shopping 
Centre. 
-Ken Robinson reported that the North Leeds Birders observed 87 Common Loons 
and 5 Trumpeter Swans (2 adults and 3 juveniles) at the Rideau Canal Narrows Lock 
Station during their field trip on October19. 
-Erwin Batalla observed  50 Ruddy Ducks at Bell Island. 
-Mark Read reported that Tundra Swans have returned to Button Bay and Reid’s 
Bay on Wolfe Island and to Elevator Bay in Kingston. 
-Anne Robertson thanked Janet Elliott for finding 6 Red Backed Salamanders at 
Sharbot Lake Provincial Park during Tuesday’s Ramble. 
-a woman reported a Bald Eagle at Jim Snow Drive. 
-Maureen ??? saw 16 Map Turtles on one log at White Fish Lake. 
    

3. Acceptance of Minutes of General Meeting for April 21, 2016 
The minutes are posted on the KFN website.  Janis asked for any corrections or 
additions. There were none.  

Motion 

Moved by Erwin Batalla, seconded by John Critchley that the minutes be accepted. 

Carried 
 

4. Announcements 
Fall Round Up. The Round Up takes place from 3 pm November 5 to 3 pm November 
6. Peter Good is in charge. Members wishing to participate should contact Peter. 
 
Access to Amherstview Sewage Lagoons. KFN has not had access to the lagoons for 
over a year due to construction at the site. They are now accessible to KFN members 
who are advised to enter by the gate on the south side at the end of Golf Course Rd. 
Access is a privilege. For information on how to open the gate, please contact Kurt 
Hennege or KFN president at “Contact Us” on the KFN website. An e-mail record is 
required of who is given access information. Please observe signs and chains on 
berms, which indicate no access areas. 
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The Messenger. Dr. Steve Lougheed of QUBS will be screening this film about 
disappearing song birds on Wednesday, Nov. 9 at 7 pm at Queen’s Dupuis Hall 
auditorium. Admission is free. A panel discussion will follow. 
 
Understanding the Fisher.  L & A Stewardship Council, Ontario Woodlot Association 
and Friends of the Salmon River are sponsoring this interesting talk on Tuesday, 
November 15 at 7 pm at Prince Charles School, Napanee. Jeff Bowman, OMNRF & 
Trent University, will present a talk on the natural history, decline and recovery in 
Ontario with new results of field-based and genetic studies. 
 

5. Nature Conservancy of Canada Land Acquisition 
  
This item was brought forward from the September General Meeting when Mark 
Stabb, NCC Program Director for Central Ontario, made a short presentation 
regarding efforts to raise funds toward the purchase of the 45 acre Powell East 
Property, which is adjacent to NCC’s Scheck Nature Reserve near Newburg. This 
acquisition will expand to 223 acres conservation land containing rare alvar 
grassland habitat important to several species at risk, including the Eastern 
Loggerhead Shrike and Eastern Whip-poor-will. KFN assisted with previous land 
purchases in the area. After assessing the current level and likely future demands on 
the Habitat Preservation fund, KFN Treasurer Larry McCurdy made a motion at the 
September 15 KFN General Meeting to purchase the property. The motion was 
tabled for the October meeting to allow time for members to be informed. 
 
Motion: 
 
Moved by Larry McCurdy, seconded by Erwin Batalla that: 
Kingston Field Naturalists donate $5,000 from the Habitat Preservation Fund to the 
NCC to assist with the purchase of the 45 acre Powell Property adjacent to the Scheck 
Nature Reserve. 
       Carried 
NCC needs more help to purchase this property. Project descriptions and donation 
forms were circulated. 
 

6. Featured Speaker 
 
Kurt Hennige introduced speaker Colin Jones who gave an interesting talk on 
 Dragonflies and Damselflies of Ontario.  
 
Dr. Jones was thanked by Alexandra Simmons who presented him with a copy of a 
revised 2nd edition of Birds of the Kingston Region. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm. There were approximately 70 people in 
attendance. 
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Minutes of the Kingston Field Naturalists General Meeting 

  November 17, 2016 

1. Opening Remarks: 

Alexandra welcomed everybody to the November meeting. She reviewed the posted 

agenda. There were no additional items 

 

2. Acceptance of Minutes of General Meeting held October 20, 2016: 

The minutes are posted on the KFN website. Janis asked for any corrections or additions. 

There were none. 

Motion 

Moved by Erwin Batalla,  seconded by Janet Elliott that the minutes be accepted. 

       Carried 

3. Members’s Observations: 

-Ken Robinson reported that a female King Eider has been at the Millhaven ferry dock 

for over a week and was seen there by the North Leeds Birders on November 16. Erwin 

Batalla saw a Horned Grebe at Lands End Park, Amherst Island, during the same field 

trip. 

-Mike Evans saw a flock of Rusty Blackbirds at Bell Swamp a month ago. 

-Erwin Batalla saw a Cabbage White Butterfly at Taylor Kidd and Bay Ridge Ave. today. 

-Kurt  Hennige saw a Clouded Sulphur on Monday. 

- Carol Seymour saw a Common Green Darner Dragonfly in November 

- Peter Good saw a Sulphur Butterfly today. 

- Janet Elliott saw a Cabbage White at Little Cataraqui Conservation Area on Tuesday, 

November 16 during the Ramble. 

-Anne Robertson and Rose- Marie Burke reported observing a Fall Meadowhawk, 

hearing a Spring Peeper,seeing 5 Red Wing Blackbirds, 1 Grackle, and a Swamp Sparrow 

during the Ramble at Little Cataraqui Conservation Area. 

- Claire Muller reported that there were more Purple Martins than ever before on Wolfe 

Island this summer. She has also seen more bears north of North Bay than usual. 

4. Announcements: 

a) Alexandra thanked Betsy Beckwith for providing treats for this evenings meeting. 

b) Alexandra thanked Kurt for hosting our speaker, David Bree. 

c) She highlighted a number of events that are listed in detail in the Newsletter. 

d) The Trenton Woodlot Conference takes place November 25 in Batawa.  

 

5. Notice of Motion Concerning KFN Financial Matters: 

The executive of the Kingston Field Naturalists, on the recommendation of a 

subcommittee, introduced the following motion to the membership: 

 

That the Kingston Field Naturalists transfer $50,000, including the $28,000 from the 

Marion Webb Fund, to the Community Foundation for Kingston and Area as an Agency 

Endowment Fund in return for an income stream in perpetuity. 

 

Treasurer, Larry McCurdy, addressed the meeting and explained that KFN currently has 

$118,000 invested in short term bonds and GIC’s managed by CBIC Wood Gundy. 
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Interest averages approximately 2%. Of this, $66,000 is restricted in that it was donated 

for specific purposes or only the interest may be used (this interest helps maintain 

KFN’s 2 nature reserves by partially covering taxes, maintenance and monitoring.)  

 

The Community Foundation of Kingston & Area is a charity which supports other 

charities and has a current endowment of $17 million. KFN is proposing that $50,000 of 

$118,000 be given to the Community Foundation in exchange for a greater investment 

return.  They guarantee a return of 2.5%.  Last year the return was 4.6% and the 

previous year 5.7% due to their skilled investment strategy and large endowment. 

During Q & A we learned that the management fee is 1.5 % on the gross investment, 

funds cannot be returned at a later date, our grant will be based on a 3 year average of 

returns with a cushion held back in case of a stock market crash. 

The vote on this motion will be held at the December meeting. Larry can be reached by 

email at larrymcc@kingston.net  for further information.   

 

6. Featured Speaker: 

Kurt Hennige introduced speaker David Bree, Park Naturalist, Presqu’ile Provincial Park 

who gave an interesting talk on:  

The 8th Continent – Madagascar 

Mr. Bree was thanked by Erwin Batalla who presented him with a revised 2nd edition 

of Birds of the Kingston Region.  Erwin pointed out that Mr. Bree has listed 85% of the 

world’s bird families. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm. There were 68 people in attendance.  

 

 

 

 

 


