Teen October trip, 10/11-12/2013 - Elbow Lake 
On the evening of Oct. 11, Gabrielle, Sydney, Rowan, Ronan, and Michael joined Anne Robertson for an overnight trip to Elbow Lake.  After arriving we met Carolyn Bonta and Mark Conboy, our mentors, and went for a walk to look at some Bat Boxes.  This produced a memorable quote; it is not very often you hear someone ask “could you hold my bat detector while I scoop up some scat?”  We were then shown where we were going to sleep that night while there was still some light to see by, and then we handled and identified rodent, carnivore, bat, and mole and shrew specimens.  After that we set traps for small mammals and went on a short night hike.  We saw what we believed to be Black Bear scat, then we stopped and listened to what was around us, this included a Barred Owl and a Porcupine.  A little while later Mark managed to call the owl in to a very short distance, although we never did see it.  After getting the local coyotes to howl we went to bed, planning to wake up at about 7:30 for breakfast at 8:00.  Apparently we woke up at eight.  Oops!  After breakfast Zoe, who was not with us the night before as she was busy, arrived just in time to help assemble a deer skeleton.  For those of us who were less familiar with skeletons than we might have been, this was rather tricky.  Thank goodness for numbered vertebrae!  We then checked the traps that we set the previous night, which were empty, and then looked at fur samples from numerous types of mammals.  After finding Carolyn and Mark, we went for a walk along the road in to Elbow Lake, and Carolyn explained her work with wolves in Frontenac Park.  Carolyn swabbed a scat (to be tested for DNA to determine the species of canine),  that we found on the road.  We also saw a grouse, three different kinds of snake, and some Woolly Bear Caterpillars on the walk.  When we returned to the main area, we had just enough time to pack up and retrieve our things from the cabins, eat lunch and clean up the main building, not to mention build a leaf pile and jump in, before we had to leave to get home to Kingston on time.  This was one of the most enjoyable trips I have ever been on as a Teen Naturalist, and I would do it again in a heartbeat.
Species List

Out of the 52 mammal species of Eastern Ontario, 34                                                                             specimens were observed including:

Marsupials 


Opossum (fur)
Moles and Shrews


Masked Shrew


Smoky Shrew


Pygmy Shrew


Short-tailed Shrew


Hairytail Mole


Starnose Mole

Bats


Little Brown Bat


Big Brown Bat


Red Bat

Carnivores


Black Bear (scat, skull, and fur)

Raccoon (skull, fur, and feet)

Fisher (skull)

Short-tailed Weasel (fur)

Mink (fur)

Otter (fur)

Skunk (skull and fur)

Coyotes (heard and observed fur and scat)

Wolf (skull and fur)

Bobcat (fur)
Rodents


Eastern Chipmunk


Red Squirrel


Eastern Gray Squirrel (tail and feet)

Northern Flying Squirrel (baby)


Beaver (skull, fur, and feet)

Deer Mouse


Boreal Redback Vole


Meadow Vole


Muskrat (skull)

Woodland Jumping Mouse


Porcupine (heard and observed skull, fur, quills, and feet)
Rabbits and Hares


Cottontail Rabbit (skull)
Hoofed Animals


White-tailed Deer (skeleton, skull, fur, and scat)

Moose (scat)
 A Red bellied Snake, Milk Snake, Garter Snake, and Ruffed Grouse were also spotted whilst a Barred Owl was heard during a night hike.  Woolly Bears, Fall Meadowhawk (dragonfly) and Sulphur Butterflies were seen as well.
